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Designing the Future HOME 


Current home architecture 
and desij^n involve far more 
than plea.sing fonii and rune* 

don* Now we are taking intu 
acccHiut energy' efliciency', suh- 
tainaljle buiklinginaterLali^, leav¬ 
ing a minimal fbotpntit on tlie 
eiwironmenL integration mto ati 
existing community or in some 
cases, creating one. ^^^lat is also 


becoming more apjrarent than 
ever in Saskamon is tlie need for 
more affordable liomes* Along 
witli handsome residence h 
witliin the reach of those with 
u[>|>er-end incomes or wealth, 
there is a need for housing by 
those witli lower to middle in¬ 
comes - the very people who 
work in mir much-needed serv¬ 
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BE READY. 
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ices, trades and professions or 
who liave special needs. 

Can directional home design 
and cemstmetion address all of 
diese factors? Tlie answer is tliat 
it is |>ossibie. Many of Saska¬ 
toon’s architects, designers, 
builders and developers are 
starting to incoqjorate green, 
sustainable and affordaljlepriii- 
ci[>les into dieir vision. Suppli¬ 
ers are carry ing more environ¬ 
mentally frieiuHy materials and 
pnxlucts.Tlie City Itself places 
priority on creating opportuni¬ 
ties for user-friendly housing 
witliin tile means of many. 

Knowledge is the key as 
Saskatoon progresses in its 
gmwtii, w'llicit includes an ex- 
j>anding population and in¬ 
creased demand on latnl and 
resources, (t is up to govern¬ 
ment, building professionals 
and 1 10me owners to educate 
tliemsefres on tlie needxS of our 
situation as w'e move into the 
next decade. 

Dt)na Stuniianis 
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FRONTLINES 


Mfkf Holmes, Canada^ 
most ^listed contfactor, 
host of HGlVs Holmes on 
Homes> will give ihe 
keynote addiess at the fifth 
annual Building 
Saskatchewan Green 
conference. 



RiverGreen 
Development 
Design 
on Taiget 


RiverGreen Ecovillage has seen 
a high demand for ifs proposed 
development at llie corner of 
Aveiine C and l^^lh Street, 

“^We have Itatl a very strong 
response ” says Rick Olmsteatl, 
the pmject's board chair* '^Tlie 
ke}^ thing is tJiat we\ebeen able 
to talk to tlte jieople who are in- 
teresied in Riv erGreerc By talk¬ 
ing to tliem. we\e gatitered a lot 
of Infomiatioii about what peo¬ 
ple are really looking for and 
that has helped us t<» refine die 
project and fine tune it*^' 

The developer's integrated 
design pmcess will continue to 
gather infonnation as die project 
moves into its final design stage, 
says Olmstead. 

“That’s been die liistory of 
this pngect all along, with diis 
integi’ated design [irocess reach¬ 
ing out* m-ingto iinderstatid die 
community yoifre building in* 
tlie |>eople you’re building for,” 
he sav'S* 

“1 tliiiik diis is really just in 
keeping with everything that 
w'e’ve done from day one: con¬ 
tinuing to try' to understand how 
the people that W'ant intt) tlie 
project w^ant to see it and trvTng 


to build soineihingtliat will cre¬ 
ate a sense of community' at the 
end ofthe (by. 

“It’s a very’ diflercnt process* 
Typically- devTlojiers find some 
land, come up with a plan, put 
together some details and start 
building it- Although maybe 
w'e’re doing someiliing tliat’s 
not typically done here in 
Saskatoon, certainly ifs some¬ 
thing dial’s been done in other 
areas* Develoj^ers in larger cit¬ 
ies will go to a great deal of trou¬ 
ble to understand dieir custom¬ 
ers. Our process is a litde more 
intimate, perliaps, in tenns of 
trying to understand tlie com¬ 
munis here.” 

Construction is sdiediiled to 
begin next spring. Tlie [>r()ject 
is ex|)ected to be open by sum¬ 


mer Of fall of 2010. 

Su|)|)ort for Rivergreen 
Ecovillage at Saskatoon’s River 
Landing Phase I! grew^ out of 
Road Map 2020, a movement to 
create a more sustainable 
Saskatoon. Road Map 2020 be¬ 
gan in 2004 as a partnersliip of 
die Meew'asin Valley Audiority', 
S as ka t cl i ew an Env ironme n tal 
Society and City' of Saskatoon’s 
Envinnniiental Advisory' Com¬ 
mittee* 


Green Week 
Proclaimed in 
Saskatoon 


SaskatcHui Oty (kiuiicU has 
proclaimed October 27 to No- 
vetnber 2, 2008 as Greeti 


Week* Green Week provides an 
opportunity for oigani 2 ations or 
individuals interested in “liuild- 
ing Saskatcliew'an green” to 
hold events and promote acdvi- 
ties that promote sustainable 
building in Saskatchew^i. 

Green W^eek ena>mpasses die 
fifdi annual Building Saskatch¬ 
ewan Green conference and 
trade show' ofthe Canada Green 
Building Council Saskatdiew^n 
clia[>ter* The conference brings 
together participants from 
across the provincial building 
industry S|jectrum. The confer¬ 
ence and Sustainable Living 
Ex|>o take place October .10and 
31 at TCU Pbce* 

Building Saskatcliew'an 
Green was initiated by Kelly 
Winder ofthe Saskatchew’'an 
Research Council, Henry' Lati 
w'ith St ante c Ardiilecture and 
Mur ray" Guy of Integrated De¬ 
signs, 

As many as 1000 jieople are 
exf)ected to attend,includingar- 
diitects* engineers, interior de¬ 
signers, owners* develojiers and 
the public. Exliibitors include 
green service providers, inanu- 
tacturers and educators. 

Mike Holmes, host of 
IIGTV ’s Holmes on Homes 
sliow, is gKing the keynote ad¬ 
dress* The closing]denary' ses¬ 
sion is [presented by Dr. Mitchell 
Joachim* a partner atTerrefbrm, 
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ESTEEM 

for the home 



Decor and Oaliery 

iluilpi Ilf Will 



w!te0rriF<>rthohornfj.cci 



LI non-|)roiif arganization tliat 
proHK^tes ecological principles 
in die urban enviroiiinent. Con¬ 
ference sessions indnde sustain¬ 
able water treatment, wind eii- 
ergy- green financing, LEED for 
contractors and sustainable 
CO inimn lilies. 


Saskatoon 
to Preserve 
Night Sky 


Saskatoon Council has 
decided to replace m imlcipal 
lighting with dark-sky 
friendly fixtures. In August. 

txnindl accqjted a recoinnien- 
dation to develop a compre- 
liensive and integrated dark 
sky lighting policy tliat will 
ajjpK' to all areas witliiii the 
current and future city limits. 

The recommendation, 
wliich stems from a rej)<>rt 
submitted to council by the 
SaskatcKUi Environmental Ad¬ 
visory Committee (SEAC), 
\riil see existing fixtures on all 
public property replaced witli 
11 at-lens, full-cut off Style light¬ 
ing. The new lighting will go 
in as current fixtures w'earout 
Luid need to Ije replaced. 

LllsI year, ctnincil adoj)ted a 
policy to install flat-lens fix¬ 
tures in neiv neiglibourlioods, 
widi exceptions for streetlights 
on arterials and major tlior- 
oughlares. 

The recent decision means 
that tlie administration will 
draft policies for city-owmeti 
properly, in addition to 


streetlig] its, including building 
lighting. 

The SEAC rqjort recom¬ 
mends dial die main criteria 
for selecting lighting fixtures in 
Saskatoon should be "energ}^ 
efficiency, dark sky compli¬ 
ance and the long-term main- 
temiuce exists ” 

Lights sliould have mini¬ 
mum impact on die environ¬ 
ment by eliminating glare, liglit 
trespass, light pollution and 
wasted energy, tlie report said. 
Saskatoon city councillor 
Glen Penner, cliairofdieciLy^s 
f]mince and administration 
committee whidi oversees the 
work of the SEAC, says lie 
feels good about die decision. 

^Absolutely, I diink it’s die 
way wt ought to go,’’ lie says. 

'4t was a good decision,” 
says Sean Sliaw, vice-cliair of 
SEAC. 

^4ny light that goes up h 
w'Listed,” lie says. The city 
council decision fits die city’s 
greenhouse gas emission re¬ 
duction plans, lie says. 

’Also, it comes down to 
glare for drivers. It comes 
down to the liglit sliining into 
your houses and your busi¬ 
nesses Lit night. 

ytm really want to go to a 
comprehensive dark sky 
]3olicy, you need Ui start look¬ 
ing into not Just streedights, 
you liave to start looking into 
buildings and not leaving 
lights on all niglit” 

Richard iluziak, a Saska¬ 
toon astronomer and member 
ofdie Saskatchewan Liglit Pol- 
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kition ^4haiemefU Commitree 
of the Rtn al Astroiunnical So¬ 
ciety of Canada, says tliat if 
everv'diingiti ilie report is im¬ 
plemented, “broadly speaking, 
all lighting done by die CiVy of 
Saskatoon, for all reasons, 11 
be dark sk\' compliant 
That would include wall 
packs (lighting on tlie sides of 
buildings), parking lot lights 
and other types of lighting. 
There u-Kiuhl still be some ex¬ 
ceptions, such as streetlights on 
arterials and other major tlior- 
ouglifares, he sa\’s. But die de¬ 
cision allows Saskatf>f>n Light 
and Power, as well as designers 
and others, to clioose dark sky 
compliant lighting. 


] 


Saskatchewan 
Building Permits 
Up in June 


Saskatchewan had the bigbest 
increase in residential permits 
in Canada according to Statis¬ 
tics Canada^s seasonally 
unadjusted numbers when 
comparing June 200K to June 
2007* Residential permits were 
up by 6L3 per cent. 

'^TlLis is a gtMxt indicator diat 
more Saskatchewan people are 
benefiting from our prosperous 
times,” enierjirise and imiovation 
mitiister Lyle Stewart said in a 
ne^'^s release, ^More families have 
tlie financial means to furtlier set 
dowi rcxjts iti our jnovince by 
building new homes. To see tliis 


stellar gromh indicates dial Sas- 
ka tell e wall businesses and fa mi- 
lies are in a position to lake advan¬ 
tage of the oj Riorum ides dial are 
contributing to die momentum 
driving our economy” 

As well, Stadsdes Canada indi¬ 
cates Saskatchewan liad the sec¬ 
ond largest jiercentage increase in 
building permits in die nation on 
a seasonally adjusted basis in June 
2008. 

Seasonally adjusted, Saskalcli- 
evt^an’s value of hmlding jjermits 
totalled $192 million in June 
2008, u|) five per cent when aim- 
jiared to May 2008 when figmes 
Idt $183 mil lion. Newfoundland 
recorded die liigliest increase, up 
19.1 [lercent. 

The seasonally unadjusted 
numbers for June show diat Sas¬ 


katchewan Itad an increase of 7.4 
per cent to $212,1 million, up 
from $ 197,5 rnilHon in June 2007. 
That was the fourdi liigliest in¬ 
crease in Canada, hut weD ahead 
of die national average wliicli de¬ 
clined by 9.1 [ler cent over diat 
period. 


The Canada Mortgage a net 
Housing Corporation reporled 
that Saskatoon experienced a 
decline in July total housiug 
starts compared to that mondi 
a year earlier* 

Yeii*-to-date figures amtinue to 
exceed the liousing starts num¬ 
bers recorded at diis time in 2 007 


Single-detached 
Housing Starts 
Pall in July 
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LUXE 



MERIDIAN PRESENTS THE URBAN LUXURY LIFESTYLE 
[ 5 Cfrv HOMES 15 SCV HOMES 3 SCV PEMTHOUSS 3 SKf ES3*TES | 

COMING SUMMER 2009 

432 BITOADWAT avenue 


yHE KjnG GEORGE 

A hpsItTli huJ|itr(i| i^lniHd h^r^ll *K lyi^uiiui^ 

b^^nninq in Mil. A hil rA K^nhiiHrtn n 



. I III I FGACV K KFftOftNt 
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] imtl-. from 1i> l*iO{J ^qfl. Hi^fjled 

I COMING EARLY ^009 57 - ZrxJ Avenue Ncwth 


and MC the higlieiil seen sinee 
198:3* 

Saskatoon siiigle-tletachecl 
starts fell 23 per cent in die month 
of Jidy. Tliis is tlie second con- 
secuthe rnondi ofdedine on die 
sltigies side in 2008. July multi- 
starts also fell ofl'lo 105 units, 
dt>wn I’rom the 149 starts in July 
2()()7* Notwidistandiiigthe weak¬ 
ness in monddy starts acdvity^ 
year-to-date starts figures remain 
impressive. So far tliis year, 
Saskatoon’s total housing starts 
liave readied 1,789 units, tlie 
highest seat in 25 years, Boili sin¬ 
gle-d eta died and multi-starts 
havt; rujw recorded dieir highest 
levels since tlie 80s. Robust starts 
activity has resulted in more tliaii 
1,300 hoitsing units under con¬ 
st ni a ioii in Saskatoon, the high¬ 
est level of iiome building activity 
seen since July 1985. 

■‘‘Demand for new, single-de- 
tadied liuusing has slowed in 
both of Saskatchewan’s major 
centres,” said Paul Catoii, senior 
market analyst for CMHC Sas- 
katchew^iL "Price inflation on die 
new home side and an abundance 
of resale listings are two factors 
[lUying a role in die cooling of 
demand for new Imusing 


Real Estate 
Association 
Disputes Merrill 
Lynch Report 


The head of the Saskaioon Re¬ 
gion Association of Realtors 
thinks that Merrill Lynch 
Canada missed the mark on a 
report released m August that 


described Saskatoon’s housing 
prices as overv alued by as much 
as 50 percent, 

“SaskatcheH'an is experiencing 
die hottest economy in Canada,” 
association executive officer 
Harry Jatizen wrote following 
news re[jorts(jfl!ie Menill Lynch 
study* ‘‘Evidence of diis economic 

activitv is rellec'ted in all areas not 

* 

limited to new home construc¬ 
tion.” 

The average price of a residen¬ 
tial home in Saskatoon injuly was 
$292,000, or $22,000 hdow die 
national average of $314,000, 
Jansen pointed out. In addition, 
the Merrill Lynch stud)' re])orted 
a dro[) in residential construction, 
wldle a Statistics Canada study 
stated diat Saskatchew'aii building 
permits w'ere being issued at 
record lev els, fie WTOte. 

Tlie Merrill L)iKh Canada re¬ 
port, titled “Peaked: Canada’s 
housing market in dej^du” said 
that Canada’s housing market is 
entering a ‘‘“‘sustained domiturri” 
from a combination of oversupply 
and overvalued home prices. Tlie 
report forecasts dial uji^rard jires- 
SLire on liouse prices will slow, 
while Western markets will be 
■^mt>Ht viilnerabie to ouuiglil de¬ 
clines” 

Canada is not exjiected to ex¬ 
perience die kind of real estate 
bust that is currently being expe¬ 
rienced in other countries, nota¬ 
bly die United Stales. But some 
markets in Saskatchewan and 
British Columbia ajijiear to be 
ovev alued, die report said. 

The Memll Lynch caladations 
were done by economists David 
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Woll and Carolyn KM'aii,biLsed on 
ciirreiii prices, afiiirdability and 
long-tenii average \^iiatlons. Tlie 
refjon released die same day 
Statistics Canada reported that 
residentiaJ and corporate con- 
strnctifm had dropjied nat in ri¬ 
al k 


Feds Announce 
Affordable 
Housing Grants 
for Municipalities 


Tlie federal govemment has an¬ 
nounced graiLs of up to $5,()0() 
to increase housing afibrdability 
and choice under die renewal of 
die Affordahil-ily and Choice To¬ 
day (ACT) initiative. Tlie lioti- 
ourable Monte Solberg, minister 
of human resources and social de- 
vdopnieiU and minister res^ionsi- 
ble for Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Cor])ordtioii (CMIIC) 
announced die fiiiiding in May. 

The hvo-year $65(),()()(} initia¬ 
tive provides grants to local teams 
of municipalities and lionsitig 
stakeholders, who promote the 
improvemeni of planning and 
building regulations in dicir com- 
munides lohmer die cost of Ik im- 
ing. 

The initiative is funded by 
CMIfC and administered and 
delwered by the Federation of 
Canadian Municijialides (FCM), 
vvitli die partici})alion of die Ca¬ 
nadian Home Builders^ Associa¬ 
tion (CUBA) and the Canadian 
Housing and Renewal Associa¬ 
tion (Cl IR.V). 

In addition to providing grants, 


ACT exfieris jiromoLe best [irac- 
tices and lesson si earned from the 
projects undertaken. 

ACT w^s created in 19§0 to 
fund and promote projects siiear- 
headed hy local teams of munici¬ 
palities, iion-]>rofit housing 
groufjs and other housing 
stakeholders to overcome regula¬ 
tory' barriers and make regulations 
more responsive to die housing 
needs of communities across 
Canada, 

Tlie best practices and lessons 
learned from regulatory reform 
[irojecLs are j mi mo ted by ACT 
stair at workshojis, conferences 
and odier events and are made 
available on the ACT w'ebsite. 

ACT projects have led to a 
range of actions, including: 

■ Cliaiiges in bydaws and regula- 
tions to improve housing 
alliirdabilily and choice 

■ Streamiiningofbuildiiig jiennit 
a[)[iroval firocesses for greater ef¬ 
ficiency 

■ Enliancing working relation¬ 
ships between mmiicipalities and 
housing sector stake-holders 

■ Creating alternative develop¬ 
ment standards 

■ Removing regulatory barriers tf^ 
the crealioii of secxmdary suites 
and rooming liomes. 


LcKal Home 
Sales Cooling 


Saskatoonhousing resale 
market on par with .sales fig¬ 
ures from 2005 and 200 6^ ac¬ 
cording to a news release is- 
sued by the Saskatoon Region 


Association of Realtors 
(SRAR)* July sales of 548 
homes declined 18 per cent 
from 422 die previous year, but 
die 2008 figure is coinj>aral:>le to 
die same mondi in 2005 and 
2006, Year-to-date sales of250.3 
were tlow'n 1.5 j>er cent froni last 
[uiy but ahead of 2005 and 
2006, die real estate association 
reported. 

Tlie average sales price in July 
w'as $292,428,20 per centlii^ier 
than the 2007 average of 


$244,327. The 2007 average was 
57 per cent tiigher dian a 2006 
aver age of $159,493. The n atioi lal 
average selling price as rejiorted 
by Canadian Real Estate Associa¬ 
tion was $314,028, up .3,® from 
die same time last year 
Ti^tal sales for July were 
$ 101,765,000, similar to July 
2007, SRAR rejKirted. Year to 
date sales totalled $724,928, 
885, and 11 per cent increase 
over 2007. Tlie av'erage residen¬ 
tial price Ls deriv ed by taking die 
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II 10 ntl i’s doU ar vol nine of' 1 1 o ines 
sold and dividing that number 
by die unit sales number. The 
percentage of cliange should not 
be used unilaterally as prices 
v^arv" from area to area. 

There weie 832 properties 
placed on the market in July, 42 
per cent more dian during July 
2007 when 585 fiomes were 
listed for sale. Tlie year to date 
5,142 homes liave been placed 
on die market, a 4fi per cent in¬ 
crease over die previous year. 
Activity in areas surrounding 
Saskatoon mtn similar to die dty^ 
SR.AR re])orte<L widi an average 
selling price of $208,230, up 2fi 
per cent from die 2007 average 
of $213,435. \ear to date, 010 
residendal properties have sold 
in areas in and around 


Saskatoon, a decline of 12 [>er 
cent from die previous year* Tlie 
total number of listings in¬ 
creased to 283, a 56 percent rise 
from 181 during 2007. 

Tlie Saskatmiii and area mar¬ 
ket Ls fairly similar to odier ar¬ 
eas in Canada, SRAR said. In 
Edinonlon, the averaj^ selling 
price was $341,370* 

“■'Tlie market has returned to 
a more normal pace reducing 
the bmiiig frenzy of last year,” 
the SRAR news release said. 

Strong confidence in the local 
and inxivindal economy contin¬ 
ues to fuel die markeL Labour 
sliortages substantiate the de¬ 
mand for workers in all sectors 
not limited to nursing and con¬ 
struction. Onr resource xSector 
continues to lure workers and 




many businesses wouki like to 
expand all ret|uiring employees 
all of which have housing re¬ 
quirements. Tlie association 
antici[)ates similar market activ¬ 
ity during die tliird quarter of 
diis year” 


Boom Causes 
Scarcity for 
Habital 


Saskatooii^s real estate and 
construction boom is pultiiig 
pressure on Habitat for Ilu- 
matiily funds and volunteers* 

Rising land and materials 
prices anti a tiglit labour market 
are increasing the non-profit or¬ 
ganization’s costs. 

Materials costs are rising 
about 10 fjer cent a year, says Ian 
MacLennan, executive director 
of Habitat for Humanity 
Saskatoon, Land costs have 
tloubled* lie says. With volun¬ 
teers in short supply because of 
die pace of die iiidusirv, Habi¬ 
tat has been forced to pay for 
trades such as plumbing and 
electrical. 


Housing 
Affordability 
Task Force 
Report 


Injunc, a provincial taskforce 
on housing aiTordabilily 
UibLisbed in March presented 
its recommendations for iiii- 
provitig affordability of lions- 
itig in Saskatciiew'an. 


Tlie re|)ort, tided Aflbrtbble 
I lousing: An Investment, pre¬ 
pared by Ted Merrimari and 
Bob Pringle, is the result of con¬ 
sultations with residents of 16 
Saskatchewan communities. In 
total, the task force c'onsulted 
widi 85 individuals, g-oupsand 
organizatitjiis and received 53 
written submissions. 

The audioni presented 36 im- 
mediate, short term, medium 
term and long term recommen¬ 
dations, including: 

■ encouraging municipalities to 
equalize lax rates between 
multi-unit residential buildings 
and single-family dwellings and 
streamline bvlaws for die crea¬ 
tion of secoiidarv^ suites 

fl increasing die income diresh- 
old for seniors to qualify for so¬ 
cial housing 

■ reducing income taxes for low 
to moderate income turners or 
expanding the Saskatchewan 
Rental 1 lousing SuppletneriL so 
diat seniors and low to moder¬ 
ate income earners are better 
able to afford rental housing 

■ introducing provincial tax in¬ 
centives to stimulate die supply 
of afford able housing 

m intniducing goveniment pro- 
gi ams to accelerate private con¬ 
struction of rental and afford¬ 
able housing 

■ dedicating surplus land at:td 
buildings for affordable Imusing 

■ amending legislation govern¬ 
ing rent and lease increases 

■ enhancing partnerships widi 
communitv' based* First Nations 
and Metis or^nizations 

■ engaging die federal goveni- 
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iiient to restructure tax laws 
concerning rental income and 
capital cost allowances 

■ incoqiorating energ)^ efiicient 
buildiiig practices into afford¬ 
able I lousing 

■ developing a new^ affordable 
bousing agreement federal gov¬ 
ernment wTtli additiotial federal 
funditig for afibttlaljle housing 

■ revising provincial legisla tion 
to enable municipalities to in¬ 
corporate inclusionar)^ zoning 

■ lowering tlie education |>or- 
tiim ofproj>erty taxes 

■ reviewing skilled labour, train¬ 
ing and immigration retjuire- 
men ts to ensure there are suffi¬ 
cient trade sjjersons tociinstruct 
new' housing in die province 

■ providing resources for mu¬ 
nicipalities for better affordable 
housing planning 

■ exploring metbiids and tax 
incentives fi>r generating private 
capital pools for affortlable 
bousing 

Govern ment 
Response 

Tlie Province is acting quickly 
to implement immediate-[>rior- 
itv" recommendations made by 
the Task Force on Housing 
Atforcbbilih- to help diose most 
affected by escalating bousing 
costs in Saskatchew^an* social 
services minister Donna 
I Iar|)auer said in a news release. 

’‘We are addressing diis issue 
by implementing some immedi¬ 
ate relief w'hile w-e develop fur¬ 
ther medium and long-term re¬ 
sponses to the bousing chal¬ 
lenges in the provit^ce,” die cabi¬ 


net minister said. 

Effective August 1, 2(H)8, 
slielier rates for low-income 
renters increased in the Sas¬ 
katchewan Assistance Program 
(SAP), Transitional Employ¬ 
ment Allowance (TEA) and 
Saskatchewan Rental Housing 
Supplement (SRIIS). In Uital, 
the enhancemettts wiW immedi¬ 
ately benefit approximately 
fi,500 households at ai^ annual 
cost of $ 1 i .3 million. 

A Saskatoon fkmil)^ widi one 
or tw'o diildreii receding ben¬ 
efits under SAP, TEA and the 
SIIRS w'ill see an increase of u[) 
to $181) per mondi (from $(104 
tt) $793). A single jierson with a 
disability will see a mondJy in¬ 
crease of u|3 to $ 126 (from $528 
to $654). 

Tlie Prov incial Training Al- 
low'ance (PTA) is being in¬ 
creased by $ 1.4 million, to bel[> 
about 5,000 slutienls. Clianges 
to the student loati prfigram wall 
benefit an additional 10,000 
students, advanced education, 
emplovtneiii and labour minis¬ 
ter Rob Norris said. 

New' changes to address 
housing afibrdabilit)' include: 

■ increasing shelter rates for cli¬ 
ents on SAP and TEA 

■ ex[)andingthe Saskatoon and 
Regina boundaries to include 
the Statistics Canada me tropt^li- 
tan areas 

fl Increasing the PTA IKdng al¬ 
lowance and tlie shelter 
amounts in the Canada Sas- 
katdiew'an integrated stiuleiU 
loan program 

■ Increasing tlie SRI IS between 
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$3fj and $136 per montli, de¬ 
pending on location and i'atnily 
size 

■ iritroducing automatic rate ad- 
j ustmeii ts for tliese proviiid al j j ro- 
grams 

■ increasing mcome tliresliolds 
for seniors wlio rely on social 
liousing ]>rogranis 

■ increasing i>er diern rales [laid 
to community based organiza¬ 
tions ojierating emergency shel¬ 
ters 

■ introducing changes to die Sas- 
kaiclie\s*a]i Housing Coqioratiou 
Act to acjiand tlie hoard gweru- 
ance. 

The government pledged to 
implement more innovative solu¬ 
tions in ilie weeks and months 
ahead. llar]}auer said. 


Develofier Eyes 
Affordable Green 
Housing 


Calgary^ developer SloiieBet 
Equities has sent a foi inai pro¬ 
posal to Saska idle wan Hous¬ 
ing (k>r[>oialJoii 10 coiisliiii't a 
$66-miiljo]i^ 28-,storey liigli- 
rise that would include 120 
units for people with long¬ 
term disahilities or low in¬ 
comes and 20 shelter beds. 
Tlie building, to he constructed 
in I lie Saskatoon Police Service 
paiting lot norlli of the jiolice 
station^ would also have 130 
rental and amdominiLim units 
plus commercial space. 

Provincial government and 
city officials announced plans 


last October for die assisted liv¬ 
ing units, to he managed by 
Light 1 10 use Supported Living 
Inc. Tiiat portion of the project 
is ex|>ected to ct>si $14.58 mil¬ 
lion, vvTdi die housing coiyxjra- 
tioii contributing $ 11.5-inilfion 
and the city $l .46 millioiK 

Liglulidiuse currently ojjer- 
ates 64 units out of die flirmer 
Capri Hotel at 2()th Street and 
Second Avenue. 

Tlie provincial housing au¬ 
dio rit)- lias not made a decision 
on developing die project, al- 
d 10 ugh city ])laiiniiig manager 
Lome Sully describes Stone- 
set^s as die leading proposal at 
the uiomenc 

Before any project can go 
aliead, die cit)* first needs to as¬ 
sess die site for emdioninental 
concerns. In die past, the site 
lias held a gun range and an au- 
tomoilve shop. Suuieset vv-ould 
need dty approval for a 28-sto- 
rey building. Once approved, 
construction is planned to begin 
in Jarmar}" and is esiiinated to 
take 18 to 24 moiidis to com¬ 
plete. 

Currenth', downtown build¬ 
ings are restricted to a lieight of 
76 metres, or roughly 25 sto¬ 
reys. Height restrictions are in 
[>tace mainly to accomtnodate 
aircraft flight paths,hut die [iro- 
posed Stoiiesei low^er is outside 
die fliglit path. 

Ttie Stonesei development 
would consist of a Cfinibinatlon 
of shelter beds* assisted Iwing 
units, market rental suites and 
condominium suites stardng at 
aniund $300,000. Tlie project 



w-^ould consist ofdiree buildings 
surrounding a couriv ard. Tlie 
design includes 270 parking 
stalls in four underground lev¬ 
els, cd wliich 100 w ould be used 
for police parking. Tlie main 
flonrw'oulcl include commercial 
space. Tw'o levels of office sjKJce 
woukl face 23rd Street* 

The develojimenlis exjiected 
to ht one of die most enriron- 
mentalty-friendly in the city. 
Stoneset Equities CEO Tony 
Argento said he wants the 
prtiject to go beyond LEED cer¬ 
tification. The building w-ould 
include njoftop gardens, necT- 
cled water, large atriums and 
pow-er cogeneration, depending 
on final cost estimates. 

Rooftop gardens would cap¬ 
ture rainwater, as well as aid in 
cooling tlie building in summer. 
Crey water, die w'ater left over 
after wasbing, would he treated 
ami le-usecl for flushing toileLs 
ami irrigating gardens. 

Tlie |>n)ject would use natu¬ 
ral gas or biodiesel to generate 
its ow'n electricity, recovering 
waste heat for use within the 
building, requiring die provin¬ 
cial electrical grid only as a 
l)acku[>. 

Window- placement and 
atrium design will further re¬ 
duce the need for electricity. 
Tlie project aims to use onk lialf 
die pow'er iiomialh- consumed 
by a building of diat si 2 e. 
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and John Banta 
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ISSN 978-0-86571-604-9 

328 pp,, $28.95 

North Ajnericans spend ^0 
per cent or more of their life 
inside a building. Indfior air 
pollution has been identified by 
the U,S. Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agenc)^ as one of the top 
four enviromiienlal tiealtli risks. 

Amidst tlie sweej>iiig concern 
about the impacts buildings 
have on tlie environment, atten¬ 
tion is finally being paid to tlie 
effects that building materials 
and constmction metlnids have 
on human lieailh. Botli are as¬ 
pects of Baii'Biologieor Build¬ 
ing Biolog)-, both trademarked 
concepts in tlte U.S. 

Bau-Biologie is not new. Forty 
years ago, concerned |>rofes- 
siouals from a v’ariety of disci¬ 
plines in Germany nfiticed how 
liealtli in die general [M)[>Lilation 
declined following the |>ost- 




A Healthy 
.JHouse 




\V\V 2 building boom. Re¬ 
search was conducted \yy a vari¬ 
ety of specialists, some jreers 
joiJied forces and a course on 
Bio-Biologic was taught at a Ba¬ 
varian vocational school. Even- 
luaily die pit>giani became the 
Institut fiir Bauljiologie und 
Okologie Xeubeuern (IBN) 
w'hicli succeeded througli edu¬ 
cation and puljlicalions to gain 
a reputation tlirou^i Northern 
Europe. 

Helmut Ziehe, an interna¬ 
tional diy engineer, translated 
the educational material of Bau- 
Biologie into Englld* in tlie mid- 
8()s and founded Tlie Interna¬ 
tional Institute for Bau-Biologie 
ScEcoiog) (IBE). 

Even by the late 80s, few |>eo- 
pfe were paj4ng attention to the 
effect of die buQt envirorunent 
on human health. But tlirough 
the efforts of the Iiwtitute.Ziebe 
and a few others, the Bau- 
Biologie movement spread In¬ 
ter national^ to where it has be¬ 


come a critical sustainable 
liuitding issue. 

Prescriptions for a Healthy 
House: A Practical Guide for 
Architects, Builders & Home¬ 
owners w'as inspired by Bau- 
Biologie. In its tliird edition, diis 
aidispeiisable book outlines die 
risks presented by standard 
iHiilcling materials and nietbods 
from indoor air pollution to tox¬ 
icity, Guidelines are presented 
on w'liat to do differendy, and 
how' to obtain alternative mate¬ 
rials and expertise to build a 
healdiy home. 


The guide is ttimprehensive 
and liighi)'' audioritative, as its 
audiors are a green ardiitect. an 
indoor environmental consult¬ 
ant and an environmental medi¬ 
cal doctor. Included are 15 es¬ 
says by leading building biolo¬ 
gists. 

Many of die diemicals used 
in building pmducts have been 
associated with a rariety of ill¬ 
nesses, Exposure to toxins in 
tlie intloor environment have 
been linked to e\er)*tliing from 
sinus infections and headaches 
to full-blown diemical sensith- 
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ity anti otlier inimutie system 
disorders. 

Since this awareness has 
spread, safer materials and bet¬ 
ter methods of design are now 
becoming available, building 
and rating and certification [jm- 
grams have been createtl and 
gtjvernriieiit environmental 
guidelines have emerged to en¬ 
courage tlie buildingof’bealtliier 
homes. However, there is still a 
lot of f^se or concise informa¬ 
tion on die subject so it is up to 
1 10 me owners u> educate them¬ 
selves wadi books like Prescrip¬ 
tions for a Ilealdiy I louse. 

There are two a[)]>roaclies to 
add res si ng the i ndoo r pol I u ti o n 
dilemma, according to the au- 
tliors. Firsdy, as many pollutants 
should be eliminated as possi¬ 
ble and an airti^u barrier cre¬ 
ated inside so diere is less con¬ 
cent ahtmltliediemical com[) 0 - 
sition of stnicture and insub- 
lioiu Secondly, the btiuses 
should be constructed of natu¬ 
ral or non-toxic materials vapor 
difliisible or breatliable. 

Concents about the cost of 
building a heakliy home are also 
addressed in Prescri|)tions for 
A Healthy House. How mncli 


does it atst?^^Between zero and 
25 percent more than standard 
constrttctlon." say the authors, 
but diere are many diings that 
can be done to build and main¬ 
tain it diat require little or no 
inouey, from additive-friee con- 
crete to zero-VOC paints. 
Other methods that exist some¬ 
thing initially, but sav e money in 
tlie long mn, include less toxic 
roof systems and gas-fired 
hydro trie radiant floor heating. 

Tlie authors dinde indoor air 
pollutants into Eve different cat¬ 
egories arid thtiroughlv^ explain 
what they are and where ttrey 
come from - volatile organic 
compounds, combtistioti by¬ 
products, pesticides, electro- 
magnetic fields and naturally oc¬ 
curring pollutants sudi as radio¬ 
active contaminants,heavy met¬ 
als, biological jKiUutants such as 
pollen, bouse dust and mould. 

The strategies lor creating a 
healtliy liome corresjHind in the 
book w'itli tlie fortnai frequently 
used by residential contractors. 
Inibrmarion is presented on de¬ 
signing forhealtli: climate-based 
CO nstmetion detailing, reducing 
toxic emissions tlmmgh choice 
of l>uilding nialerials; quality 


control measures during con¬ 
struction and maititaining an 
ongoing heaitliy liome environ¬ 
ment tluough educatioiL 
I lonieo wiiers will learn about 
Material Safety Data Sheets, 
liow' to select tlie right home site 
and alternatives to frame con¬ 
strue tif)n. They will beexune ori¬ 
ented about sustainably har¬ 
vested wood, envimnmen tally- 
friendly countertop materials 
and nietiibrane roofing. Ad¬ 
dressed also are issues associ- 


Anthena Thompson, a certified 
Building Biology Practitioner, 
offers in the book some timely 
prescriptions that can be 
implemented immediately, which 
are summarized here: 

Furniture: Old items can be 
replaced with new ones made of 
natural materials and fabrics 
without chemical treatments. If 
you can't afford this, vacuum 
your furniture and put t out in 
the fresh air and sunshine for a 
while. Clean it with a damp 
microfibre cloth and wash it with 
good old soap and water. 
Laundry: Use healthy products 
with no fragrance. Hang it 
outside for a fresh smell. 
Cleaning: Use non-toxic brands 


Lited with doors and window^s, 
flooring, car|>eting and various 
rmishes. Water ireaiment and 
plumbing, hearing and cooling, 
electrical field management and 
environmental testing are also 
covered. 

In other wortls, tlie book is a 
vital and intelligent reHoiirce (or 
not only lioiiieow'tiers or tliose 
considering building a house 
hut also professionals in the 
home construction business. 

■ DONA STLIRSLINIS 


or make your own (the book tells 
you how). 

Vacuuming: Use a model that 
filters out allergens. Traditional 
vacuum cleaners omit and blow 
70 per cent of dust back into the 
air 

Fragrance: Avoid all air freshen¬ 
ers made of chemicals or with 
aromas, 

Bedding: Replace with organic 
wool pillows, duvets, and 
blankets that are naturally 
resistant to mites. Consider 
organic pillowcases, sheets and 
duvet covers made of organic 
cotton. 

Read labels: E)on't bring 
products into the house bearing 
warnings of danger or poison. 


How to Maintain a Healthy Home 
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PROFILE 



Enthusiastic 

About 

Saskatchewan 

Developer sees 
sustainable 
neighbourhoods as 
key to future growth 

Design is imporiaiil to Natosha 
K-upermaiK bui \vlieii tlie 
veloper talks about suslaiii- 
abilky and growth^the clisciis- 
sion quickly turns to iradi- 
tionai concepts ofcoinin unity. 

H look ai sustainabilily from 
a design perspective,’’ says 
Kujjennan.”! believe tliat good 
arcliiiectural design — good 
landscaj)c and an eye to good 
site planning — really fosters 
sustainability.’’ 

GtK>d design leads to iiitegra- 
tioiu awids excess and creates 
liarmony,she explains. 

■'Tliat’s tlie century-old idea 
of sustainability^ wbich Sas- 
katdiewan has in its very' bUiod, 
its very nature.” she says. 

Kujiennan doesn’t get cauglit 
up in far-fetched, unproven 
green technology ideals. Her 
ideas to be workable, cre¬ 
ating places iliai people actually 
want to Ine in, and can afford. 
Sustainability doesrvtliav e to be 
complicated. 

exists already” slie says. 
“It’s just a matter of accentuat¬ 
ing it and liaving the conscious¬ 


ness to pickuji on every' level of 
sustainabiliw. 

“Murrav^ Guy, tlie head of In¬ 
tegrated Desigiis, is a very' good 
example ofwliai I would call the 
ideal ofsustainabilit)'. Saskatch¬ 
ewan bom and bred, lie under¬ 
stands how to be sustainable 
within die context of a very' high 
consciousness jKipulation, and 
not costing some extraordinary' 
sum or being foreign to the 
place, but just working mtli an 
educated understanding of ex¬ 
isting materials ” 

Kuperman develojied her in¬ 
terest in sustainable design 
wliile studying architecture at 
Cornell University She entered 


die US Department of Energ\'’s 
Solar Decatldon. where college 
and university teams comj>ete to 
design, build and operate the 
most attracti^^ and energv-effi¬ 
cient solar-powered bouse, 
Kujiermaii’s Cornell team nar- 
niwly missed taking first place 
in the 2(K).'j comjietitioii,edged 
out by die University of Colo¬ 
rado. Armed widi her bachelor 
of arcliiteaure degree, she tiow 
works as director of develop¬ 
ment and acquisitions at Macro 
Pnipertles, a national real estate 
investment company based in 
Tonmto. 

Ku[)erman is spearheading 
Macro’s tlevelopment in Lang- 


ham, called Tilia Meadows, a 
mixed commercial and residen¬ 
tial neiglibourlitKid on 85 acres 
on tlie east side of tlie town. Tlie 
deveIo[)ment is tlesigried to pre¬ 
serve Saskatchewan’s smalltow^i 
character while requiring all 
construction to meet green en- 
ergy goals. Tilia Meatiows \rill 
be a combination of low, me¬ 
dium and liigher density hous¬ 
ing, and Main Street anti hi^i- 
way commercial lots. It’s de¬ 
signed as a w'alkalile neighbour¬ 
hood. Light pollution standaids 
make it dark sky fiiendly. Land¬ 
scaping plans suj^port local food 
[ jmduction, community garden¬ 
ing and rainwater collection, as 
well as an urban forest Incen¬ 
tives arc in place for buiklers to 
ado[>t Energ}^ Star, BuiltGreen 
and LEED standards. 

“Our gpals are to grow the 
community of Langhani.” sav-s 
KuE>erman. “I tlnnkLangliani’s 
a really unique community It 
retains tlie essence tliat jieople 
from all over Saskalcliewan feel 
most comfortabie IHtiiig in. 

“I’m veiy interested in tlie im¬ 
pact of tlie individual home but 
only if it is part of sustainable 
community,” she adds. 

“I want to build strong com¬ 
munities, communities wdiere 
every single age group is rejme- 
sented, communities w^hidi are 
s[>ecifically iiiatle for a Saskatch- 
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ewan identity. My af^piration in 
tti come back to Ktjtiiething IVe 
clevelojjed decades before and 
seeing how alive and dynamic 
and useful if s become. 

‘‘Saskatchewan liistorically 
has been a jjlace ofopiKntunit):;” 
she sajTi, "Saskatdjewan has so 
iinidi rtjom to grow. I like to be 
in a |)lace where tliere^s room to 
grow” 

Kuj>emian sees a 1 j right fu¬ 
ture for Saskatoon. She’s seen 
tremendous growth since 
Macro Properties invested in 
Saskatoon a decade ago, but 
thuiks what we’ve seen so far is 
only tlie tip of die iceberg. 

“I see liuge, dynamic poten¬ 
tial. It’s also a place tliat has a 
hist or)* which is more sustain¬ 
able in die towms and a certain 


consciousness about high deii- 
sity tlowntown ” 

“I beiie\¥ in urban areas,” she 
adds. “I believe the best lessons 
ofhow' tilings should woik are 
learned or^nically in an urban 
area. Saskatoon is definitely an 
urban area tliat already has vi- 
hrancy. I love the w^ork dial Karl 
Miller of Meridian Develop¬ 
ment is doing, building on 
what’s already here, building on 
principles. I le kiMiws inlierendy, 
because he’s from here. And I’m 
going to ieani from diat. I’m go¬ 
ing to learnfriim die jieople wlio 
are ftnin here and building the 
|)lace up and then see if I can 
contribute tliroiigh partner- 
sliips or d trough my own ini da¬ 
tives. 

“I la^ni:^ been to cities all over 
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the world, I can see diat this is 
just die beginning. Tliere’s so 
much room to grow: in teniis of’ 
seeing residential dovwitown, in 
terms of seeing more office 
buildings, more retail, more 
COFiiniuinW uivolvement, more 


spaces for a comm unit)' to learn 
and to mix w'ith one anodier. It’s 
[iretty exciting. 

“A home is notliing widiout 
die community dial sunounds 
it. Tliat, I hojie is my big contri¬ 
bution,” 


Developer Puts Sustainable Ideals Into 
Practice at Tilia Meadows 


Wlien Macro Properties’ 
Natasha Kuperman set out to 
create a new' neighhouriiood 
ill Langham, 20 minutes 
tiotthwest of Saskatoon^ she 
knew it bad to Iieeoinc a .sus¬ 
tainable cominuiiilyt 

“We have long and extensive 
construction guidelines,” she 
sa)^. 

Home builders must meet 
mimmnm standards for energy ef- 
Eciency, site planning, w-asie man¬ 
agement andlandscdjie design. 

In short, according to the tle- 
veloper’s website, Tilia Mead¬ 
ows w'iil feel like the kind of 
neiglibourhood jieople used to 
grow' up in: “It’s developed 
around landscapes for kids to 
play in, paihw'ays where you 
might pass a neigllhour on an 
evening stroiL and a sdiool and/ 
or comiinmity centre.” 

The site plan includes jiassive 
sobr orientadon, shared public 
space, wide tree-lined boul¬ 
evards and design mandates for 
energ)^ efficiency. 

Efficient Design: 

■ fleliates for Energ)' EfRciency: 
Energy Star, Built Green or 
LEED 


■ Minimum R-i'alue standards, 
set out in tlie design and con¬ 
struction agreement 

Construction and Design: 

■ Architectural controk to de¬ 
velop and |)nitect a sense of in- 
tegiity w'itliiii die development, 
maintain property values and 
rieiglibourlioott aestlietics, and 
gatlier people witii sliared sus¬ 
tainable values into a new com¬ 
munity 

Storm Water 
Management: 

■ Continuous linear parks help 
manage storm water surface 
drainage 

■ Absorbent landscapes for 
parks and lot landscaping 

■ Infiltration sw'ale system 

■ Rain gaaleii 

■ Pervious paving 

Community Planning 
Practices; 

■ School proximily 

■ Walkable streets 

■ Street netw'ork 

■ Community outreadi 

Source: 

WWW', t i I iam ead ows. ca 
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PKACTICA 



To Standardiie 
or Personalize? 

New Home Design 
is a Matter of 
Commitment and 
Time 

Will your dreain home be a 
custom or slaiidarcl design 
plan? A custom home builder 
works vvitli tlie Ixiver to custom¬ 
ize the clesigu firnn the blueprint 
stage. A standard design or 
^^spec liome” is a completed 
home die buyer purchases as is. 
Jim Schultz of Selkirk Dev elop- 
iiients bic. offers plans tliat start 
as standard designs and include 
a rariet)^ of customer djanges, 
^*^We build spec homes tluit 
are usually part way com[>letetl,” 
he says, ‘^[f die cabinets, wall 
colours or flooring have yet to 
be ordered, dien customers can 
liavne a dioice in diese aspects.” 

Standard house designs are 
glared tt> the preferences of die 
average home buyer. Several 
home and architectural styles 
are available and tend to include 
die more common features sudi 
as room dimensions, square 
footage, and layout. Floor or 
cabinet layout may be j>ersonal- 
ized, diough the extent of alter¬ 
nations is limited to non struc¬ 
tural features. 

“Even with a stantlard home 
design there are modifications,” 


lie says. house is a little 

diflerent- from vary ing sized lots 
to floor plans. Not one is identi¬ 
cal.” 

The distinct difference of a 
custoiii plan is die involvement 
of die buyer in die design of tlie 
1 10 use. David Dyck, president of 
Rocy Homes Ltd. says die de¬ 
sign team works with the cus¬ 
tomer to design a house diat fits 
their lifestvie. 

“Everydiingis sjiecific to diat 
client’s needs ” savs Dvck. “Tlie 

¥ P* 

client makes the decision on 
everv^ detail of the tmuse.” 

Custom planning is not for 
every^one, particularly if the 
buyer does not have die time to 
dev^ote to die process. Dyck says 
a lot of dme is needed for meet¬ 
ing widi design team niembers 
and gaining the kiiowiedge to 
make the decisions. Creating 
your ow'ii jiersonal oasis can 
sometimes be grueling when 


you are making decisions on 
[ireferences from electrical plug¬ 
in locations to custom firqilaces 
and mantles, cabinetry, and 
stairs. Ensuring your scliedule 
can allow' for this jirolonged 
commitment will help make the 
experience more enjov'alile. 

Ron 01 son, general manager 
of Boychuk I lomes.sav's custom 
plan bu) ers are usually jieojile 
who tend to be more demand¬ 
ing and blow what diey want, 
hav^e liie resources to dioose die 
custom option and tend to he 
sec(nid, third or fourth home 
ow'iiers. 

In most cases, it’s a matter 
ctioice. I lowever, tabng die cus¬ 
tom planning option sometimes 
may be a necessity, sudi as for 
specific environmental features 
or W'hen addressing renovations 
to suit future change in lifestyle. 

“If energv^ saving is a must, 
tlien die specs can reflect w-ater 


saving features such as hot wa¬ 
ter on demand,” sap Olson. “I 
believe custom liuilders are on 
the leatling edge of home build¬ 
ing because customers are de¬ 
manding such features ” 

In terms of price, Olson says 
generally custom plans tend to 
be 5 to 10 per cent liigher in 
price than standard plans and 
wiiere il starts to get costly' is in 
die features selected. 

Dyck offers the analogy' of 
buying a car. Tlie veliicle starts 
at a basic price but die price in¬ 
creases w'idi each ojition added. 
Tlie custom plan ^v^es die buy-er 
flexibility of design, complete 
control on features, and a firm 
price. 

Working together with the 
home builder on the stylistic 
and functional details in design¬ 
ing your living space brings sat¬ 
isfaction to the project because 
it reflects jnour personal taste in 
every asfject of die home. 

Nt) matter which planning 
o[)tion you take, Schultz notes 
that lie has experienced ex¬ 
tended deli very* dines from six 
to 12 months for a standard 
house plan in Saskatoon. Widi 
the non-standard features in a 
custom design and a deficit of 
skilled w'orkers in many sub 
trades, it is advisable to plan d ili- 
gently. 
















HOW GREEN 


Holmes flexes his muscles on Green Renov^ 
"How green can you go?” ^ j ^ 


MIKE HOLMES, Canada's most trusted contractor 

Most of HGTV's"Holmes on Homes" J 

Thu rs, Oct 30th 2008 
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f'om ■ Vny 
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STANDARDS 


Architect or 
Designer-Builder? 

Choose the Right 
Professional for the 
Job 

Hiring die right profession^ 
for a new home or a renovation 
project is critica] to its success^ 
Yet, diotvsiiigbetw^een an arclil- 
tect and a designer-builder can 
he challenging. Much flepeiuls 
on the scope of die work; wlio 
can best help you accotnplish 
your vision and goals? 

Architects Undergo 
Rigorous Education 
and Examination 

In Canada, the term architect is 
resented for those licensed pro¬ 
fessionals wlio are registered 
with a provincially-based asso- 
ciadoii. According to die Sas- 
katchew'an Association of Ar¬ 
id liiects, there are diree [>rereq¬ 
uisites: education^ exjierience, 
and examination. Education is 
usually obtained by conqileting 
an undergraduate or graduate 
program in architecture. Expe¬ 
rience is gained through the 
lirovincial Intern Ardiitect Pro¬ 
gram. Successful couipledori of 
examinations is die final re¬ 
quirement for registration as an 
architect. 

Licensing and registration is 
obtained ihrou^i diepnivincial 


architectural association, Arclii- 
tecis are legalk res|>onsihle for 
their work. Licensing and ac¬ 
creditation assures the [Hihlic 
tiiat those individuals calling 
themselves arcliiiects are quali¬ 
fied to practice arcliitecture. 

Provincial uniform buildiiig 
and accessibility standards, in 
addition to die national build¬ 
ing code, require an architect 
to complete the design and 
design review of the btiiiding 
and building systems for 
buildings other than private 
residences. 

Matt Joimstoii of Architect¬ 
urally Distinct Stdutions, an ar- 
cliitectural firm anti licensed 
builder, s|>edalizes in residential 
development. Me explains that 
|)mvindal huilditig code stq>u- 
lates arcliilectural ex|>ettise on 
iargp industrial and cotmnercial 
buildings. He works witli clients 
who demand the same jirofes- 
sionaiism in dieir residential 
IjrnjecLs, Johnston has built a 
solid reputatian for technical 
and practical profldency his 
firm handles all as{)ects from 
design and building to deliveiy. 
He argues that more compli^ 
cated designs demand special 
training, 

^‘Architects are taught the 
[>rinciples of materials, design, 
and budgets, ensuring that 
pmjects are built to design.’’ 


Expert Designer- 
Builders Have 
Practical Training and 
Experience 

Yet, judging b\^ the number of 
local builder listings, a reserv ed 
title like architect is not a pre¬ 
requisite for designing and 
documenting homes. It can he 
said that successful designer- 
builders remain long in die busi¬ 
ness thnmgh i)€rformance. 

While architects may argue 
tliat builders lack the Ebrmal 
designation of a reglstetedarclii- 
tect, it is reasonable to assume 
dial designer-builders poxssess 
similar qualifications gained 
diFough practical training and 
experiential skill In many cases, 
the only real difference is be¬ 
tween tlicjse wlio have taken tlie 
[ > r 0 vi lie i a I e xa min a ti on s and 
those who have not. In Sas¬ 
katchewan, die re is no require¬ 
ment for designer-builders to he 
registered and diere are gener¬ 
ally nn limitations to the scoj>e 
of residential work that thev' can 
perfiirm. 

British Columbia designer- 
buiider Anthony Yskes says 
most of liis business comes 
dirough word-of-mouth refer- 
rats. Building can he stressful; 
his clients value trust and ajipre- 
ciate his hands-on approach. 
Like an onsite project matiager, 
lie provides a single point of 


contact between clients and 
services twer die duration. Me 
has seen many demanding 
[irojects over his career. Typical 
of many builders. Yskes’all illty 
comes from experience, train¬ 
ing, and natural talent. Ilis 
resume suggests dial no reason¬ 
able project exists beyond his 
reacfi, 

Saskatchewan designer- 
builder Allan Ens of I lomes by 
Ens started in die business in 
1980, starting in residential ain- 
stmetion. 

“I started designing some of 
my own jilans and 1 really en¬ 
joyed doing dial,” he says. “It 
was an opportunitv^ to \Tilue-add 
a [iiDtluct to our new business. 
It’s taken off fmm tliere.’’ 

Ens finds dial most people 
like to start by looking at prevT- 
ous designs, to gel an idea of 
what tliey might be looking for. 
For example, tlie process helps 
diem decide if they want a bun¬ 
galow, hi-Ieve! ot two-story 
house, then gets diem thinking 
about the kind of budget diey 
need. 

From there, he designs the 
house to fit the client’s tastes. 

“Ever)"body wants to make 
ev eiything uniquely their own,” 
he says. 
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It’s Time To Rethink The Garage! 


Do You Want Your Garage Back? 
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FlowMg 


> Hall Staraga 


i Hall AccMwrt*^ 


* Ult aystami 


■ Aadlunt haatan 


Get DeCluttered! Get Organized! Get... 


w ww^gar ageboyz . ca 

1915 Ofttano Avm, Saftkatoorip 9K. 97R ITS | 308*341.4155 


/Making the 
Professional Choice 

Clearly, tlie cotisetism is. tliat witliin tire nesi- 
den dal conatmcdoti sector, arcJuiects and de¬ 
signer- builders are tw'o variations of die same 
theme. In terms of work, bodi design and 
docoiment architecturally-fonvard homes. 
Both oversee construction, manage budgets, 
and aetoti belialf of tlieir clients. 

I lowever, tliere is no consensus regarding 
fees - there is no single formula. Both 
Johnston and Yskes agree tliat fees are a fac¬ 
tor of scale. Yskes charges a percentage of die 
overall corLStruction cost. 

Johnston clarifies tlie misperception diat 
arcliitects automatically charge more for the 
same work. He differentiates between large 
conimercial projects anti resklenlial building, 
'■‘By bw, lai'ge [irtijects rcqiure anarchitecfs 
experrise^ lates are set through standard tar¬ 
iffs to cover a minimum of architectural ser\'- 
ices.’’ 

Regarding single famih^ homes, he sav’S, 
’^arcliitects are very competith e ” 

But whedier an architect or a designer- 
builder is hrouglit into die project, certain 
tasks need professional ecpertise. 

''Part nine of tfie national building cmle, 
which covers residential lioiising, is pretty 
straightforw^ard on what you can and cannot 
dosays Eris. ’'As long as yon follow diat and 
of course %ou liave to understand liow a house 

i 

is going to get built in die first place and 
w'liat's giving to W'ork wlien you're designing 
sometliing and w^hat’s not going to work, you 
just follow^ djtjse codes ami you’re fine,” 

For example, tlie building axle siiecifies 
wrien an engineer or other professional must 
he brouglit in. 

I low do yoLi decide between an arcliitect 
and a designer builder w'hen it comes to de¬ 
signing your home? It is entirely subjective; 
it dejiends u|>on your instinct. Fortunately, 
Saskatoon is blessed w'ith many accom- 
plbl ied arcliitects and designer Imikleni.each 
w-illi tlieir own signature style. 

■ OAVJI) PLiRIXm &: DARRKI.L NOAKKS 





































“Where everv order Is a custom order.” 
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Shower & Tub Surrounds 
Shower Bases 

Vanity Tops & Drop-in Bowls 
Soaker & Whirlpool Tubs 
Kitchen Counter Tops 
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Visit our Showroom at; 


Cultured Products 
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Solid Surface Products 

Salascxi 

Fibre Glass Products 

MarbEetec 

Granitec 


1915 Ontario Ave^ Saskatoon, SK S7K IT5 | 306,931.2490 ( Fax 306.931.587i | www.beautytrafl:.ca 















































The City of Saskatoon Leisure Services Branch offers many fun and exciting Fa!f programs at the 
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Dramatic changes are taking place in the 
Saskatoon home building environment 



YOU COULD A HOUSE IJV SASKATCHEVYAN WITH YOUR CREDIT 
CARD. IN SOME SYLALL TOWTMS, THAT WAS .ALMOST UTERYLLY THE 
CASE - IF NOT YOUaCREDlT CARD,THEN MAYBE A RED PAPER CLIP. 


A decade ago in Saskatoon, hous¬ 
ing prices may not exactly liave been 
chea|), l>ut tliey were certainly afford¬ 
able. Back then. iiKJSt j>eoj>le woultl 
liave iiad no troulile finditig a [>lace 
to li%e that took between 10 and 20 
|)er cent of their income - what 
economists refer to as the housing 
affordabiliw measure. 

Now, tlie average house in tlie 
city exceeds the average family’s 
ability to comfortably pay for it. 
Tlie affordability measure j)assed 
30 per cent witliin die past yean 
.'Although rates in Saskatooti Iiov¬ 
er! ng around 40 per cent pale in 
comparison to places like Vancou- 
’V'er, where a standard bungalow or 
two-storey could snatch away 
nearly 80 per cent of your house¬ 


hold income, it’s still more tlian 
we\e bectiine acciistomed to. 

For wtH over half of ramilies in 
Saskatoon, affoRlability is no laugh¬ 
ing matter. Tlie median housefiold 
income in the ciiv $49,313 as of the 
200fi census, is bareR lialfofwliat’s 
needed to qualify for an average 
house now priced at $292,fX){), Even 
tliose not in the market to buy need 
to live somewliere, and we’ve 
watclied as rental rates in die city 
have marched upward in lockstep 
w'itli properw \'alues, IlalfThe fami¬ 
lies in tlie city could be considered 
as potential candidates for affordable 
or social housing assistance if they 
were suddenly to find diemselves in 
need of liousing, because they earn 
less tlian $.'52,000 annually. By some 
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esdriuites* tliere is an inimediate neetl 
for u[) to 56(K) new* aflbixlable h(Hid¬ 
ing units in the city. With nearly 
85,000 households in Saskatoon, 
clearly ososi of us are adequately 
housed already, but for students 
iiuning to tile cit);, tliosejuxSt starting 
out in tlieir career, anyone loo king for 
a [>lace to live for a myriad of otlier 
reasons, afTordabilin- mus t be one of 
tliose top-of-iiiind amcenis. 

Tliere are about a dozen private and 
nonq>ro{k agencies in Saskatoon diat 
work toward providing affordable 
housing. We’re unique in that our 
tminicifial government can play a 
meaningful nJe, as well Besides ad¬ 
dressing affordable liousing issues, 
diese groups are also wo rking on pro¬ 
viding entrj' level housing for first time 
hornebuyers who ha\e respectable in^ 
comes hut for whom the cost of houxS- 
ing would sdii pose a struggle. 

In response* weVe seeing some 
novel and rtfitshing dianges in the 
way our city gmws. Suburban s[>rawl 
is giving way to more coinpact de¬ 
signs. New' neiglibouriuMxls are con¬ 
taining a greater pro|K>rtion o f multi- 
unit dwellings, such as stacked 
tow'iiliouses and street towiiliouses, 
ill addition to d eta died homes. 

Among die most innovative hous¬ 
ing tlesigns on the horizi>n is the 
growing interest in modular con¬ 
struction, w'iiere complete houses 
can be built m dbiate-contn Jled fac¬ 
tor)'' conditions and assembled on 
site at considerable sav^ings in cost 
and time over conventional building 
techniques. Portions of neiglibour- 
hoods are being dedicatetl to differ¬ 
ent segments of die housing market, 


not just affordable and entr)' level, 
hut residential care homes as well. 
Obviously, these dianges are not 
driven exclusively by affordability, 
but as housing prices rise, it’s natu¬ 
ral to see neiglibourluxids develop 
more compactly, 

A lot of the dianges reflect a de¬ 
sire for the city to become more sus- 
tainable. Our new'est neighbour- 
litMjds arc designed with liigher den- 
si ties and include a broad mix of 
serv ices in village squares or district 
villages. Tliere’s more green space. 
Env i ro nriie nta 1 cons idara t ion s a re 
given more weight. 

It’s on the ”green’^ front that weVe 
seeing a tremendous amount of 
diange in tlie dtv^. Commercial de¬ 
velopers are falling over diemselves 
to build LEED“Certified develo|>- 
merits. A LEED for neiglibourhood 
design is in die works. Neiglibour- 
hood densities are increaxSaig, return¬ 
ing to tractitional levels, 11 ah 1 tat for 
I Ituiianity’s Re-Store has nev'er been 
busier* as home owners and rennva- 
tors find ways to re-use and recv'cle 
building materials, fixtures and ap- 
[iliances. 

Last but not least, die Green BuQd- 
ing Council is holding the Build Sas¬ 
katchewan Green sustainable build¬ 
ing conference in Saskatoon, In just 
five years, this meeting of industry 
insiders has exphxled into a [>ublic 
event, with IIGT\”s Mike Holmes 
delivering the kevmoie address. Ex¬ 
citement building over die con fer- 
ence lias led to die creation of Green 
Week 2fK)8, rumiing die last iveek in 
October thmughout Saxskatdiewan, 

m oAKiaxi. mxKhs 
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Saskatoon Learns New Ways to 
Make Housing Affordable 



We are the only city of our size that is a land 
developer. We're 50 per cent of the residential 
market. What that means is that we have a 
double benefit in that we're making money 
towards affordable housing. 


In Saskaloou'^sskzlmg emnomy^houismg 
afTordahiJity lakes on a whole new mean¬ 
ing. People who never worried about the 
cost of a mof over tlieir beatls before have 
begun to realbe that aRbniability isn’t just a 
problem for the |H)<)r or tlie disadvantaged. 

A Royal Bank of Canada report on hous¬ 
ing affordability published in March notes: 
■'Saskatchew^i is tlie new Alberta — hold¬ 
ing die top sjx>t nationwide on growtli across 
all key housing indicators including hous¬ 
ing starts, house prices, residential building 
pennits and resale activity.” 

Tlie "housing aflbrdahility measure” is 
die pn>]>ortiori of median pre-tax liouseliold 


ina:rtiie required to serv ice die cost of a mort¬ 
gage, including princijxal and interest, prop¬ 
erty taxes and utilities. A housing 
affordabiUty measure of 30 per cent is die 
generalK' accepted diresliotd for a family’s 
ahilit)' to aR'ord housing, whether diat’s in 
rent or mortgage [layments, including utili¬ 
ties and odier costs. Once you’re s|)entling 
more dian .30 per cent on a place to live, you 
find diat you’ve got less for food, clodiing, 
transportation, education and odier neces¬ 
sities. Dixscretionary sfieiidiiig is die first 
thing to go. The Royal Bank report pre¬ 
dicted dial e\'en if house prices and mort¬ 
gage rates were tt) dip tluring tlie summer, 


Saskatonlans could still expect to pay more 
tlian .3f) per cent of their incomes on hous- 
ing. 

"If you’re s[>endinginorctlian3Q jiercenL, 
you’re living in housing tliat is beginning to 
put [iressuie on your life strie and is con- 
siitiling more of your disposable inanne ” 
says Alan Wallace^ manager of neiglibour- 
liood planning for the City of Saskatoon. 
^''You’re becotning liouse poor ” 

\\3ien housing |}rices in Saskatoon w-ere 
depressed, as they were for about two dec¬ 
ades leading u[> to the ecoiuHiik: boom we’re 
enjoying now, it wasn’t hart! to find a place 
to live duU took up less than 3D percent of 
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your income. A decade ago, tlie liousiiig 
aflbixtability measure liad declined to well 
below 20 per ceiil for single detaclied homes 
and w-as headed as low as iiearly 10 per cent 
for townltouses and coo do mini urns. 

According to tliat Royal Bank report, tlie 
|>rO|x>rtion of pre-tav houseliold niconie 
needed l<> service the c<Bts trf’owning a h(nne 
in Saskatchewan tn^w exceeds the 
affordability thresholtl. A standard 
town!louse now takes up aJjout 54 per cent 
of an av erageinoiiiie. A detaclied hung^ow: 
tlie benclimaik of Canadian st^ie, consumes 
40 per cenL A standard two-storey home, 
42 per cent. Tlie silver lining in tliis cloud is 
lliat a standard condomlniuru suite, altliough 
more tliandouble tlian in tlie[>ast, still works 
out to aliout 26 [ler cent, 

“Tlie price has risen much, much faster 
than incomes,” says Wallace. ^^In fact, last 
year it was an over ,50 percent rise in the 
v^ue ofliomes on average. It has been higher 
tlian dial with some newer homes and lower 
than diat in some areas of tlie city, bul on 
average it's been a 50 [ler cent increase. No 
one has had a 50 jwr cent increase in dieir 
income. 

“Tlie odier diingis, that puts pressure on 
rent,” he adds. ^^IfyouVe renting, you’re not 
owning, you don’t liave tlieluxur)^ of selling 
and moving. You basically must pay die rent. 
Rents started to rise and in some cases hav^ 
risen dramatically’’ 

In August, 2006, a grtiss annual inctjme 
of$48,000 neetled to [Hircbasean aver¬ 

age $160,000 house, witli 25 |>er cent dow'n 
payment and 25-year mortgage. In August, 
2007, income of $70,800 w^-as needed, as die 
price of an average house had risen to 
$250,000. By July of tliis year, prospective 
buj^rs needed to be grossing $87,600 an¬ 
nually as liouse prices rose to an average of 
$ 202 , 000 * 

According to Saskatoon’s I lousing Busi¬ 
ness Plan, die situation is especially acute for 


lone-parent families, woiting families* First 
Nations jieople, and single people. Odier 
groups identified as more likely to liavT dif¬ 
ficulty accessing sultaljle housing or to be at 
risk of homelessness w'ere people widi sjje- 
dal needs such as women ieeing violence 
and Uiose widi mental llbiess or addictions. 
An emerging issue will he timling adequate 
housing chcnce for stutlents, recent immi¬ 
grants and visible minorities. 

It would be hard to find anyone in die city 
who isn’t aw^re of the pressure on rental 
housing. Vacancy rates plummeting below 
half a percent earlier tills year consumed 
mucli of our city council’s time. Sometimes 
entire council meetings w'ere devoted to die 
crisis. 

Saskatoon Serves Up 
Some Sheltering 
Solutions 

"The supply is very', very' tight,” says 
Wallace.^ The city’s emphasis has been lo 
increase supply and weVe done every* 
tiling w'C can. Working witli die jirovinc'e, 
we’ve increased our Incentives, weVe created 
a new rental incentive [inigram. We’re trv'- 
ing to do every thing w^ can to attract peo¬ 
ple to build new' rental accommodation. 
We’re giving rebates for secondarv' suite 
creation. We’re looking now' at die possibil- 
iw ofpeople being able to build garage suites 
above their garage anti granny suites/Those 
kind ofdiings are all affordabilitv^ measures 
to increase die supply of liousing, because 
as the supply goes up, then the prices start 
to moderate.” 

The city’s business |>lan notes dial hous¬ 
ing is a “non-traditional role for most mu¬ 
nicipalities” M unidpal governments sudi as 
Saskatoon do not build, ow'ii or manage 
housing. Hnwt^ver, Saskatoon still lias die 
means to influence the su[)[)iy ofaifoRlable 
housing in the city. These include munici¬ 


pal incentives such as rebates. Unlike many 
odier Cities, w^e also have die aljiliw to intro¬ 
duce “permanent aflbrdable liousing” for 
WTirkirig families, tlianks to the City’s land 
bank and odier ifwestuients. 

Tlie most immediate action the city can 
take is to offer money to attract pmperty 
owners to add secondarv^ suites, such as 
basement suites for students. The city can’t 
pay jieople before diey build, but it can of¬ 
fer rebates of certain expenses such as per¬ 
mit fees once die secondarv^ suite is created. 

'Tlie province is offering an incentive, and 
w^e’ve tagged on wndi no permit fees,” says 
Wallace. “Basically, the province will con¬ 
tribute half die cost up to $24,(MHK Tlie city 
will rebate all of your permit fees back. 

“Tlie other incentive w'liich we hope will 
attract some attention is the rental rebate 
incentive,” be adds. “If you’re building a 
rental project anyw'f lere in Saskatoon, we w-ill 
give a $5,()()() grant (per suite), plus a five 
year tax aliatement.” 

Camge suites, carriage houses and granny 
flaU arc one means to increase die supply of 
afibrtiable temporary or rental accommtHla- 
tion. They have been a controversial subject 
In die j>ast. In fact, a [irevious city council 
rqected a similar proposal to alhnv diese 
tv'pes of development during die 1980s, a 
time wiien govenimenis iliroughoui North 
America were struggling to address an ear¬ 
lier crisis in housing, but a crisis that largely 
Inimssed our firairie cities. Allowing second¬ 
ary' suites outside ofa |)rinciple dwellitignow^ 
wmild requiie bylaw amendments and zon¬ 
ing changes. Critics woriy^ diat diese suites 
bring overcrowding, reduce privacy and di¬ 
minish property \'alues. Experience in odier 
cities lias tended to disprove theseconcenis, 
esjiecially w'hen suites are constructed as 
residences used for temporan' accominoda- 
tion of relatives and students . 

“Many [>eople don’t w'aiit to have some¬ 
body living in die same dw'elling - strangers 
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or reiatives,itcloei)ti^t matter — but wfmt tliey 
would prefer to do hi use tliat vacant space 
above that big garage they’ve got,” says 
Wallace. ”We\e got a lot of 4()-fVM:jt by 27- 
foot garages in Saskatoon. You can com^eri 
some ofiltai space into a garage suite, iiiajhe 
as a second floor or something like tiiat. It’s 
bceji done in other centres. They lotik tpiite 
attractive, and tlie^'Ve eertiiinly soiiietliing 
we want to look at here as a potential low 
cost I lousing option for relatives or singles 
or students ” 

Tlie City of Edmonton, for examfjle, re- 
centh began allowir^ these tyj>es of second¬ 
ary" suites. To address citizens’ concerns 
about privacy, the city' introduced rules that 
limit the jilacenient of windows and tlesign 
standards tliat limit siglit lines and screen 
buildings from view. In addition, tire city 
requires tliese residences to be temporary; 
so dial diey a>uld be removed after the ten¬ 
ant has left. 

'^Some of us are in sandw'ich generations, 
or saiidvwch families, w/here you’ve got kids 
ytm’re looking after hut you also have to look 
after your parents,’’ say's Wallace* “The best 
w'ay to do dial Ls to lia\'e diem close to you 
but not maybe in the home. Maydje diey 
don’t want to I we widi you in die liome, but 
still w'aiii to liave proximity to you.” 

Ill tlie past, the alternative has been to 
move seniors intoapartmenLs, su|)ported Ink¬ 
ing or institutionalized settingJi, 

Density Encourages 
Affordability 

x\nOther means to address alTordability is 
to increase uei^boudiood density. As die 
cost of land goes up, |iuttlng more dw'elling 
units on die space s|>reads the cost among 
more jieople, so diat costs for individuals 
become more afliirdahle. In the f>asl, high 
densities were the norm in urban areas. 
Saskatoon’s earliest neiglili our hoods, such 


as Xutana and Caswell Ilill, reflected tlie 
styde of cities every'where, with densities of 
about eight units per acre. Over the years, 
we’ve seen densities decline to less tliaii five 
units jier acre in some places, an unsustain¬ 
able trend that contributes to urban sprawl 
high infrastructure costs and transportation 
jiressums, as well as reduced aflordability; 
Tlie pendulum is now swinging back tlie 
odier w^ay,as udianites seek higlier densities, 
not only for reasons of afiordability; but also 
because of the social amenities dial come 
from dense, vibrant nei^ibourlioods. Tluise 
that indude a mix of multi-unit and single- 
unit dwellings liave higher overall densities, 
while still providing space for liouseholds 
that prefer more space* 

^Wou’re going to see in all of our new 
neij^ibourlitiods, starting widi Wlllow'grore. 
Rosewuodand Stonebridge, a larger density 
overall dian our nelglibourlitxids lia\'e been 
in tile past,” says Wallace. “Briarw'ood is a 
stark examjile* You go tlirough there, there’s 
almost no multiples in tUit entire neiglibour- 
hood* Tliat has a neighbourlicKjd density^ of 
about five uniLs an acre. 

“Our new^ neighbourhoods now are pusle 
ing up to elj^it units [)er acre, w'lilch overall 
is quite a difference. You’ll notice dial right 
away’. People accejit it if it blends into die 
entire rieigliliourhood environment.” 

Modular Homes Mean 
More Affordable Homes 

Willie iiicreasilig density helps improve 
afTordability by addressing land and serv- 
iemg costs, it doesn’t have as much effecl 
on building construction costs. As our land 
values liave increased during the economic 
boom, the projiortion oftlie\'alue attributed 
to tlie building lias dro[)[>ed lo die point 
where it’s now about a thiitl ofthe total cost 
of the projierty* Demand for bousing and 
shortage ol’skilled labour are increasing die 


amount of time it takes for new liousing to 
come on-stream and [>tLsiiing die oksI of con¬ 
struction upw'ards. x4ffordable housing 
needs to deal with construetion as much as 
it doCxS w'itli land. 

Traditional construction methods, result¬ 
ing in tow nhn uses, stacked towmliousesand 
apartments can pniduce good, affonlable 
nuilti-iinit housing by increasing die volume 
of living space. Recently, a new' form of hous¬ 
ing is beginning tt) s[>ring from some non- 
traditional sources. Companies better 
knowu for supply ing modular buildings for 
the oil patch, mining sector and construc¬ 
tion industry' are poised to make a signifi¬ 
cant contribution to the bousing market, es¬ 
pecially atiordable single-unit dw-ellings* 
Traditional home construction costs about 
$20f) per square foot, while modular ain- 
struction Ls alile to bring costs drmii to about 
$140 per square foot. 

“You really can’t build an affordable sin¬ 
gle family dw'elling arw more, unless it’s 
imxlular,” says Wallace* “Tliese comjianies 
had traditionally built trailers for the min¬ 
ing industry and the construction intlustry'* 
They liave plants now tiuit will put out 
houses. Tilere’s tliree oftliem in Saskatoon 
tliat I liave visited, that look very^ impressive, 
but die)'’re only now getting into affordable 
housing. Tliey hold great promise for pro¬ 
viding affordable single unit dw'ellings ” 

If tlie term modular conjures up images 
of mobile homes and trailer parks, think 
again* ModuLir homes are com]iletehouses, 
as sw^ank and iuqiressive as any show' home 
you’ve ever toured. Besides iow"eritig con¬ 
struction costs, modular homes ha\'eadvan¬ 
tages tliat come from being pre-built in cli¬ 
mate-controlled factory^ conditions. The 
construction environment results in faster 
fabrication, allowing complete liomes to be 
built in a coiqile of weeks and installetl on¬ 
site writhin tlie mondi. They are built to pre¬ 
cise and liighly energy" efiidenl sjiecifica- 




and enjoy 


by Llndd Epstein 


Tike a dnser lotik Jit Saskatchewan's lacgcst city, and 
you will not only see, but feel the eKCitement. There 
«s something for everyone In this urban oasis. Caressed 
by the South Saskatchewars River, Saskatoon provides 
a variety of easily accessible activities and experiences. 
Visitors in the tens of thousands each year are treated 
to great restaurants, dining, shopping, theatre, culture, 
gaming, concerts, sports, exhibits artd festivals. 


whether a tourist is In Saskatoon to visit friends and 
relatives, to attend a conference or an event, to shop, 
or Is using Saskatoon as a base for visiting throughout 
the area, he or she is looking for a positive experience. 
Tourism Saskatoon is able to identify places to eat, 
stay, shop, and enjoy the full experience that is 
Saskatoon. It has literature and marketing tools to 
help Inform the tourist andfor the Saskatonian, 
Helpful travel counselors are on hand to assist in 
planning fun city getaways, or a special day. 


In addition to visitor services Tourism Saskatoon 
assists with leisure marketing, encourages good wHI, 
and advocates for high-profile conferences and 


events. Its specialists can Inform event planners, and 
cart assist with bids, planning and data collection. 

If it impacts the tourism Industry, It is likely that 
Tourism ^askatO'On can lend a hand. That includes 
marketing for Saskatoon Sports Tourism (which it 
manages), and the cultural sector. Check out Its helpful 
website, which highlights member businesses and 
upcoming events. 


Thii season, consider turrting a simple trip 
to Saskatoon into memorfes fhar (ast a lifetime. 

Spicirrg thfngi up cx>uid be a, aimple a clredting oul d ne«¥ 

group at TCU place, a jin f^ark, or 


pumpkifi 5|>*ce ldtt€ i5 a nw houii Whether you 


Saskatoon is developing into what all 
cities should aspire to ~ a healthy blend 
of cultural character^ business and 
good environment. 


have a taste tof culture* eicHemeni, shopping or all things 
ctiliri^ry. make Saskatoon ^ipur dpstinatwfv pf choice 

Crosatfi new rnonwinM. to-hncB wt 'iVfut ethers have 


it &fijoyF 


already disccwred, vnn tCHjrism5esicgHcK«i,eorn for great 


get aways- or catl l-$QO'5i6^-?444. ext 17 to talk with one 


For mom information. fcwniHbrs. 

call: 1 ■800-567-2444 or (306) 242-1206, 
or go to the website at tourismsaskatoon.com 











Here's 

•I*l this coming 
season! 

Calendar of Major Events: 

October 10*12 New Holland Sdfkatoort 
Stampede Pro Rodeo 
October 24*2$ Reflections ot Nature 
October 24*2$ Pet Expo 
November 11 Remembrance Day Ceremof'ies 
November 12>1S Saskatoon Fait Pair 
November 14*16 Saskatchewan Indemand 
November 16 Santa Claus Parade 

1 

November 21-Jan 1V09 StGA Enchanted Forest 
November 23*29 Saskatoon City Hospital 
Festival of Trees 
December S*? Sundog Arts ft 
Entertainment Falre 


V# 




bcJ risen Saskatoon 


2009 Events 
January 12-15 Western Canadian Crop 
Production Show 

January 14-18 6MO Canadiart Figure 
Skating Championships 
February 13-15 Auto Trader 
Motorsports Spectacular 
February 26-Mar<h 1 Saskatoon Slues Festival 
March 5-8 Saskatoon Wildlife Federation 
Sports ft Leisure Show 
March 19-22 Homestyles 
March 27-29 Gardenscape 
April 22-23 Western Canadian Livestock Expo 


Tourism Saskatoon: 

1D1 -202 Fourth Avenue North, Saskatoon. SK S7L 0Z1 
Ph: (305) 242*1206 tourismsaikaioion.cotn 
Lieititd^kdtoonhoteh.com Fx: (305) 242*1935 
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lions, and often use less energ\' during con- 
stmction tlian conventitnial buitcling tedi- 
iiiqaes, Tlie modular com|>onerits provide 
flexibilit)* in design,so diat e\ en large homes 
can be sliippedand assetnliled in any iiei^i- 
bourluKid, A completed modular home is 
iiKlLstmguLsliablefroni any otlier home in tl ie 
neiglibourb(MKL 

“We have a strong neetl for !amily accoiii- 
modatioTi right tum^’ says Wallace, “This 
would Ije single jiarent families, as well, lliose 
who are struggling to make ends meet witli 
a sin^e income. Our concern is, as W'e0, mtJi 
the working j>oor. These are [>eople wlio 
have jobs, who previously could alTord 
homes, wlio can'll now;” 

“These would be first time liome buyers ” 
he adds, “We\l like to focus some of the 
housing on Gtiiry level,” 

Eiiin^ level housing, Wallace exj^laiiis, is 
housing made available for households 
whose incomes aie too hi^i to qualify for 
affordable or social housing, but wlio are 
unable to meet criterial for market housing, 
"Thaf s families earning between $52,000 
and, say,$75,000 a year,” says Wiillace, “It’s 
ditlicuh for tliem to access housing in tliose 
price ranges as w^ll, especially when you’re 
supiK>rting a family. We’d like to see more 
eiitiy- le\Tl built. Entr)-^ level incotne is a 
growing concern for the city” 

Partnership Provides 
Proactive Solutions 

Curreiitfy; there is a need for at le<ist,'J500 
affordable lionsiitg imits in Saskatoon, ac¬ 
cording to iniiuidpaJ data, Theliealdi re¬ 
gion has estimated that up to 5000 new' 
dwellings are needed. The city’s housing 
business plan aims double tlie cuirent rate 
of coustruetitm of affordable lio using units, 
“Council directed us to revise tlie aHhixh 
able IioiLsing business jJan,” says Wallace, 
“Wliat council is relying on us to tlo to is to 


gel 500 new units of affordable housing built 
every year. Our traditional amount ofafFoixl- 
able housing built each year has been around 
200 to 250 units. Wiat tliey’d like to see is 
an envifonment where we’re building 500 
units a year” 

The city currently doesn’t build housing 
directly. It works closely wndi builders. Or- 
gaukadons such as Habitat for Humanity 
Cress Mousing o[>erated by tlie Saskatoon 
Tribal Council, Quint Development CoqKi- 
ration, Central Urban Metis Nation, Cify 
Centre Community Renew'al Initiatives, 
Saskatoon Dowmtow^n Youth Centre 
(EGADZ), Saskatoon Housing Liitiatives 
Partnershlji and tlie Affordable New' I Icinie 
Development Foimtladon work directly to 
provide afibrdable housing in Saskatoon. 

“Tilere are many, many alTordabie hous¬ 
ing providers in Saskatocm,” says Wallace. 
“We’te alsfj trying to engage the for profit 
sector. We’re working w'itli die Saskatoon 
and Region Home Builders Association on 
a variety of affordable lio using initiatives. 

“Tlie City of Saskatoon has not provided 
housing, but tliere’s a model out there. It’s 
based on a land Crust. Affordable housing 
jirovlders know- all about land trusts, but tlie 
model the city' is considering is a little dif¬ 
ferent twist. Our housing corporation would 
allow people a long term lease, even a life 
lease, and let tlieni build equity^ in their af- 
liirdableliome, Tlity' would hav'e the ability' 
to take some of tliat etjuity^ with them into 
the marketplace. It’s a bridge between rent¬ 
ing and owning. It’s like a land trust, in tliat 
the city' WYjuld ow'n the land and w'e would 
own die housing, w'ould have die housing 
built or w'ould acquire it in some w'ay. Tliai 
would be any form of housing, single or 
multiple, and w’e would run it as a housing 
coqKiration. 

“It would be owned by the city nm by a 
board, like die Mentlel Ait Galleiy' or die 
Credit Union Centre. It w'ould be arms 


lengtli from city council. And it would have 
its own administration.” 

Tlie pro|>osal is currendy on the drawing 
board wiiile a financial feasibility- assessment 
is conducted by an independent audidng 
finii. If the [iroposal gels die go-aliead, it 
W'Ould make Saskatoon unic[iie in its ability 
to address atfordalile housing issues, dianks 
largely to the way the city has managed its 
land for the past 70 years. 

“It’s permanent aflordable housing,” ex¬ 
plains ^\Mace. “It’s housing that w^ill never 
be released into the marketplace, because w^ 
own it, \\1iat sometimes happens widi af- 
fbrdaljle liousing is tlie govenimenls will 
contribute to die construction of affordable 
housing, wliich initially starts out that w^ay, 
but dien once it becomes jiail of die market¬ 
place, it’s not affordable any longer. 

“Tlie one area w liere we’re most fortunate, 
is diat we’re a land developer, wiiereasmost 
cities are not,” he adds. “Being a land deveh 
ojier, W'e are ex|>eriencing large growth and 
large revenues from our developments in 
Willowgrove and I lainpton Village, and wc 
sell eommercial land as w ell, A small jiercent- 
ageof diat, $2.5 million a year, is taken from 
that land activity and put into die allbrdable 
housing reserve. So, diere’s absolutely no 
draw- on the taxjiaj'er, no draw' on die mill 
rate to do affortlahle housing in Saskatoon. 
Tliat’sa really strong benefit for Saskatoon.” 

'Tliat’s unit|ue to Saskatoon, in the coun¬ 
try'. If anyone is bringing money into aflorxl- 
able housing, diey’re likely doing it from 
their general revenues. We are tlie otdy city 
ofour size diat is a land develojier. Were 50 
percent of die residential market. Wliat tliat 
means is diat we have a double benefit in diat 
we’re making money towards affordable 
housing. We also have a land base where w'e 
can pre-designate kind specifically for adbtd- 
able housing.” 
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Saskatoon's Housing Business Plan: Highlights 


New First Home Ownership Program 

M introduce opportiinitieji for individuals 
and families witli low to moderate incooies 
to enter tlie housing market, including sin¬ 
gle and muliiple-unit dwellings such as 
tovvialiouses 

■ identifj’ suitable locations in new^ City- 
owned neighbourhoods, including Willow- 
grove J lanipton Village and Blairtiiore Sub¬ 
urban Centre 

M encourage the private developers to im¬ 
plement tlie program in all privately-owned 
nei glilxvurl I f )ods 

New Zoning District for Entry Level 
and Affordable Housing 
Developments 

fl create a new zoning district designed spe¬ 
cifically for entrv^ level and affordable hous¬ 
ing to be applied widiin new and existing 
neigi ibourfi oods 

■ encourage ^growr homes” ([lart of die 
house is left undevelojieil, then compleied 
by adding or movdng interior [laitilions as 
the family or household changes over time) 
and stacked towiihouses 

Development Bonuses 

■ introducea bonus provision in the zoning 
bybw for inclusion ary affbrdalile housing 
developments 

Permanent Affordable Housing 

■ create a new non-profitoi^anization to ad¬ 
minister a land trust diat secures dwelling 
units (leased) protected from the inUuence 
of die ojien market 

fl (irovide "entry level”housing targeted to¬ 
ward moderate income iiidividuals and fami¬ 
lies 

■ fills the gap between social housing and 
market housing 


Disposable City-owned Land 

■ offer disjKJsable City-ow ned land to afford¬ 
able housing providers through the 
Saskatoon Housing Initiativ es Partnersliip 

Pnority Review for Affordable 
Housing 

■ priority review of building, development 
and plumljing permit applications results in 
earlier review of affordable housing devel¬ 
opments, especially during times when ap¬ 
plication v olumes are high 

Review of Cranny, Garage 
& Carriage Suites 

■ inv'esdgate the feasibility of|)eriiiiltingdke 
construcdon of granny, garage, and carriage 
suites* to allow' secondary suites tliat provide 
housing for students and relatives 

New Neighbourhood Design 
Standards 

■ encourage all developers of major residen¬ 
tial infill projecLs and new neighbourlioods 
fa adopt a more inclusive approach 

■ standards have been dev'eloj>ed, togetlier 
with new infrastructure standards* to pro¬ 
vide more flexibility for developers and lielp 
keep costs of land servicing as low' as possi¬ 
ble 

Innovative Housing Incentives Policy 

■ revisetl in 2007, tliis [>n)graiii increases die 
City^s capital contribution From five percent 
to 10 pencetit of the total capital cost of af¬ 
fordable housing projects to a maximum of 
$2.5 million per year 

Incentives for Secondary Suites 

■ rebate jrermit fees for liome owners who 
add secoinlar)' suites 

■ lielps improve die maiket for student hoiLS- 
ing 


Five Year Tax Abatement for 
Affordable Rental Housing 

fl offers a five-year tax abatement for non- 
jiroflt rental or co-op affordable housing 
projects an)^'here in the city 

Support for Housing Business Plans 

fl pro[>osal to provide core funding for an 
afTordable housing resource w'illiiii the 
Saskatoon Housing Initiatives Pannersliip 

Downtown Housing Incentives Policy 

■ goal of 10,000 residents for diedowntowTi 
witliin die next 20 years 

■ develo[>ment incentives to encourage resi¬ 
dential development include proiierty tax 
abatements on the incremental value of new 
construction, conversion projects or reno¬ 
vation of restricted residential projects 

■ incentives apply to market and below- mar¬ 
ket housing 

Municipal Enterprise Zone Policy 

fldevelo[>ment incentives to projierty' own¬ 
ers and prospective businesses within die 
geographic boundaries of die Zone (West In¬ 
dustrial, Pleasant Hill, King George, 
Riversdale, ^Vestmouiit* Caswell Hill, May- 
fair, and Kelsey-Woodlawii areas). 

■ incentives include rebate of building, de¬ 
velopment, jjlumbing |)ermit fees* and may 
also include [>ro[>erty tax abatements* granLs 
in lieu of tax abatement, rebates of oB-site 
dev'elopment charges, rebate ofenvironmen- 
tal screening charges, land assembly* rebate 
of development plan amendment fees in¬ 
cluding advertising, rebate of re zoning fees 
including advertising, rebate of discretion- 
aiy' use fees, and rebate of subdivision fees 
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Why living closer together might make us 
more sustainable, healthier and happier 

Density 

byDesign 


As oflale. when we ]iear the terms siLUain- 
ahh and smtainability^ most times w^eVe 
referiing lo environ mental sustainability. 
These lemis have pretty mu eh beetime syn- 
(inymous with reducing our carlmn foot¬ 
print. 1 lowever, sustainability lias two odier 
critical facets w^M do well to recognize. 

S.E.E.; A formula for a 
foreseeable future 

Tills acronym sumniarizes tlie tliree com|wv 
neiiLH of susiainabilitv': Social, Economic, 
and Env inn linen tab 

Let’s stay witli die erwiroimienta! discus¬ 


sion for a moment. In add!lion to present¬ 
ing and [irotecting ecosystems and natural 
ha]:iitats, tlie twT> largest and most significant 
components related to environmental 
sustainability are buildings and transporta- 
doiL 

The building initiative is straightforward. 
Let's re-use buildings and retty^le com|)o- 
nenis of buildings diat we deinolislL Let’s 
be smart about how much tntrgy goes into 
coiistrucdng new buildings: let’s focus on 
materials and building systems tliat optimize 
reiie\raljle energ)^ sources in both die capi¬ 
tal and operating [>luises of a huilcling’s 
lifec\'de. Wei I-executed site design can re¬ 


duce storm run-off and reduce heat island 
effecLs. Tliis, to my mind, is exciting stuff and 
bodes well for our future. 

On the transportation side, it appears ntw 
technologies could reduce the reliance on 
fossil fuels. Hybrid cars and bio-fuels are al¬ 
ready on the market. 

But it doesn’t matter how'impressive new 
teclmologies are for personal transportation: 
we can’t afford to use land die vm tliat we 
currendy do. 

Current land use patterns are higlili^sted 
by fill lies. We need to make more efficient 
use of land. We must also look to more com¬ 
pact urban form, reducing die number of' 
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Buildmg^ should be reused arvd when derratished, their components recycled. 


trips tliat individuals and 
households make in the course 
of every day living, Tliere are 
social, economic, and environ¬ 
mental benefits of doing so. 

Compact urban form 
is environmentally 
sustainable. 

By accommodatit^g the same 
number of jieople on a smaller 
urban footprint, pressure for 
expansion of municij>al boundaries is re¬ 
duced. Tins in turn means natural and agri¬ 
cultural lands can continue to tlirive. As well 
we can tlieri realiise densities that not only 
make it jmssilde (or j}eo[>le to walk and bi¬ 
cycle to their destinations, we can make pub¬ 
lic tmnsfMjrtation a vialjleojition. Witli fewer 
veliicles on die rmd. there w'ould he fewer 
emissions and efiluents to foul our air and 
water. Compact urban form is therefore en- 
vimnmentalK' sustainability. 

Compact urban form is 
economically sustainable. 

Aulo-deijendeiit land hosts not only low'- 
deiislt)- residential development, but also big 
box retail and any form of commercial use 
that devotes a large portion of 
a site to surface parking, in¬ 
creases the cost of the infra- 
slmcture necessarv' to servel'^W 
land uses. By spreading houses 
and businesses fartlier ajiart, 
the cost of providing w^ater 
lines, stonn andsaiiitary^ sewer 
pipes, electrical ijow^er, natural 
gas, police and ambulance 
sennces, and roads — includ¬ 
ing W'iliter sanding and street 
cleaning and signage — all in¬ 
crease. These are not only the 


initial or capital costs, hut also the mainte¬ 
nance costs. 

This land use [>attern means that a con- 
sideraljle chunk of all municipal budgets 
goes to providing and maintaining infra¬ 
structure. I don^t w ant to give tlie imjires- 
sioii that new development doesn't pay aiw 
oftlie costs of infrastructure to service itself 
because tliat isn’t true. 

In fact, in Saskatoon, it pays ail of iu no 
a>sis of development are covered by tlie mill 
rate. Other cities aren’t stj lucky, where at 
least a portion oFthe costs is |)aicl by tlie tax¬ 
payer. 

Developers also do not pay tlie costs of 
otlier services, tliat come under pressure as 
communities ^ow, such as libraries, recrea¬ 
tional and cultural services. 

New technologies could reduce the reliance of cars on fessil fuels. 


Another w'ay of looking at 
tliis scenarm is tliat low density 
land use also means a loss of rev¬ 
enue to municipalities. Tlie 
logic is as foiows: land assess¬ 
ments w'itliiii a municipality 
generate tax revenue. By ret|uir- 
ing mtjre njads on wliich to 
tlrive, aiul more lots on which 
to [>ark, we create more land 
area that isn’t taxable. Fully 50% 
of tlie land area in any munici- 
pdi'ity is set aside for movement 
and parking of vehicles, just to give some 
idea of how' much space is non-taxable. 

Wliy ntjt consider an alieniative jiattem 
where less land area is used to sen ice vehi¬ 
cle needs? The result w'ould cost less to serv'e 
the same [) 0 [iulat!on. Tliat is, compact ur¬ 
ban lorm is more etficieiit from a revenue and 
service point of view'. 

The high price of low-density 
land use. 

Every' dollar s[>ent on servicing a low^-den- 
sity lifestyle is a dollar tliat can’t be spent on 
some other service tliat might be of greater 
value to the community. For example, 
healthcare. A dollar spent on another mad 
is a dollar diat isn’t available to sjiend on a 
library', a wetland reclamation, 
or more communky policing 
services. This is wlial econo¬ 
mists call “opportunity cost.” 

At least part of the reason 
we’ve ended up in a low^-denslty 
spending situation is tlie market 
system. Many of die costs of 
low'-denslty land use are hid¬ 
den. They’re not ont-of-jKicket 
costs [>aid directly by the ct>n- 
sumer; ratlier,sonieofthe costs 
are buried in the taxes we pay. 
Normally, consumers make 
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Low density land use means a loss of revenue to munidpalities. 


decisions about liow iniicli of a 
^)od or service to buy' based on 
its price, Tliey ask how ttiucii 
it will cost and how inuch of it 
they can aflord. But econoniic 
theory assumes all costs are ac¬ 
counted for in tlie price of tlie 
g^)od or service. In the case of 
low-density land use, all costs 
are noi accounted (or in the 
purchase price, and the con¬ 
sumer doesn't pay the full cost. 

What happens when the 
price is artificially low? Tlie corisutner con¬ 
sumes more of that gf>r)d or ser\'ice than if 
lliey were rtcjuiied to [>ay tlie full [nice. Wliat 
Till saying is that any munlcifial iiifrastruc- 
ttire re([uired to ser\'e new low-density resi¬ 
dential developnienL or auto-oriented com¬ 
mercial development is being subsidized hy^ 
taxpayers. 

Tliese ctists are not just those of subsidiz¬ 
ing infrastructure, hut also die ernironmen- 
tal costs of* for exam[>le, loss of habitat or 
natural features in a community, visual IJight, 
jwior air tjuality, increased stress and loss of 
produdivity due to time s[>ent driving* in¬ 
creased obesity and diabetes as a result of 
sub urban-oriented lifestyles, and more.. 
Tliese costs are often unquantifiable and 
therefore we tend to ignore or downplay 
their significance. 

Tlie market median ism has 
been fooling us. If w^e recog¬ 
nized the full price oflow' tlen- 
sity land use* we\l lieheliaving 
much differently, meaning w'e’d 
be driving less and making 
more efficient use of land, both 
as households and as a society. 

Part of the problem, then, is not 
just that we use land ineffi¬ 
ciently, hut in doing so, weVe 
unaware that the choice weVe 
making is tnlslnfbniiedand that 


we might he foregoing other choices diat 
have more value. 

To the extent that hlglier-density urban 
form makes more efficient use of dollars 
spent on rt^ads anti utilities infrastructure, 
and minimizes a numlier of social and envi¬ 
ronmental costs, wt can tlierefore say tliat it 
is economically sustainable. It means costs 
associated widi low'-density land use don^t 
consume a disjiroportioiiate share of tax 
dollars, tliereby [iredudiiig tlie [irodsloii of 
otlier services to the community* 

High*density urban form is 
related to social sustainability. 

Social sustainability is a hit more complex 
to understand. I don’t have a ready defini¬ 


tion* You might have lieartl die 
term “social capitar’wliidi Pm 
g^iing to take as meaning the 
same tiring. 

When does a community 
have social capital and what 
does fliat mean? 

An elementar}^ explanation is 
diat social ca|)ital means [leople 
tire connected tlirougha myrbd 
of networks. People biow'peo¬ 
ple. Through tliese netwxirks, 
w'hether it’s vour serv ice club, 
your cliildren’s scliool, ynour church, or jieo- 
ple you’ve come to biow' because you walk 
your dog in y our iieiglibourhood. these ctni- 
nections offer many positive benefits. Tliese 
include finding a gcHid price on a product 
because someone told you about it* finding 
a job because someone told you about it, a 
visit from someone when you were sick, a 
senior wdio gets to stay longer in her house 
because neighbours help take care of her 
yard — die list gfies on. Social capital means 
com mu nit)'. 

The benefits of social capital are that diey 
create societies dial are iiiore tolerant and 
stalile, with lower costs for many services 
t%'j>ically delivered by govenimerit Tliese 
costs include policing and healdi care. So¬ 
cial cajiital also means a sense of auacliment 
to a community" anti a caring for 
die general w'eifare of its inhab¬ 
itants* It can also mean greater 
creativity within a jiopulation, 
greater resilience and ability to 
ada[}t to change. 

In theory, social capital 
means greater psychological 
health for an urban jMipulation. 
It’s the ability to attain and 
maintain tins liealdi for all citi¬ 
zens over die longer-term that 
I call social sustainability. 
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Steps towards 
fostering greater 
social capital and 
social sustainability. 

IiiCerestiiigly, urban densifica- 
linn is cimsistciit with tins na¬ 
tion of social nsustainability* 

Coining into contact witli more 
|)eo])le on a daily basis would 
seem to suggest an oj>|Kjrtuinty 
to create more social netwTjrks. 

From an urban designer’s 
|>ers|)ective, we need to look to creating op¬ 
portunities for jreople to interact. Certainly 
zoning that allows significant densities is 
necessan' to create tlirbing urljan centres* 
llcmever^ high tjuality public s[>ace is also 
important. We need to create spaces dial 
promote interaction and familiarity and that 
make people feel pli\ sically and psychologi¬ 
cally comfortable. We can’t do dils until we 
agree not to lei cars dominate public streets. 

Pnijecl for Public Spaces, a non-profit or¬ 
ganization l)ased in New York, actively [mi- 
motes livable urban environments. Ctieck out 
die w ebsite at \™^v.pps.org. Tliis gn>up says 
diat meaningful public space is die most im¬ 
portant ingredient in achiev^lng a successful 
city. International Making Cities Livable 
(w'w'w: in-ablecities .oig), a s 1 milar 
organization devoted to creation 
I )f b u man e urban en vi romne n ts, 
higliliglits the importance of 
public space^ noting Uiat a civic 
lil’e is essential to die well-being 
of a community^. It points to die 
roie of public space in the 
socialization of cliildreii and 
young people — die place where 
social v-alues are communicated 
and tiiere is inclusiveness and a 
liigh tolerance for varynig values 
and iifeswles. 



Zoning tfiat allows significant densities is necessary to create thriving urban centres 

Tliese spaces are modeled alter traditional 
Eunujcaii cities where commerce^ |jarticu- 
lariy f(K}d and drink, [Adiy a key rule ^ w'hert 
the focus isn’t on consimifjtion, but on 
socializadon. North Ameiican malls are in 
Fact tlie anti diesis of tills model as is any auto- 
oriented lifestde. 

In a perfect WTjrld.less tax would be spent 
on finiding roads, utility infrastructure and 
eiivimnmental clean-u[> and more would be 
spent on creating livable public space, dial 
is, on urban design. I hgber t|aality exterior 
finishes, [lublic art, landscaped boulerartls 
and street trees are just a few of the compo¬ 
nents oflilglily fuiicdoiling public space dial 
can be aclueved by compact urban fonii. 

ComJiined with higher residential densi¬ 
ties diat result from compact urban form, 


wel I- desi gi i ed. decendy-Fu nded 
public spaces become die life¬ 
blood of die community, puk¬ 
ing w'idi actwitv- passion, ciea- 
tlrity. and a sense of self-WTjrdi 
in an often conliislng world. 

The holistic urban 
environment is the 
key to the future. 


I tiiaiiitaiii tliat liiere’s a bigger 
picture dian friar of enriroumeii- 
tal sustainability and green desi^i. And tliat 
big picture is called quabty of life. I don’t mean 
to downplay the imjiortance of enviroumeu- 
lal initiatives in saying tliaL Tliere’s an op¬ 
portunity to expand the notion of 
sustainability beyond the purely envirorunen- 
tal to acliieve more holistic urban environ¬ 
ments, environments diat see die individual 
as more dian a bio logical entity widiiii a physi¬ 
cal ecosystem’ enrironinenls dial address the 
spiritual and [isychological needs ofdieir in- 
habltauLs; envlronmentH tfiat nurture strong 
social bonding, attadiment to coiTiniunit\,and 
sense of [ilace. In tliis vision, economic and 
social sustain ah 11 it)' go band in hand with eri- 
viroti mental s u s tai nab ili U'. 


High quality public space promotes interaction and make people feel comfortable 



PATRICK MCORMiCK, a graduate of die Uni¬ 
versity of Saskatcl le wail, worLs 
in municipal govenmienu lie 
has undergraduate degrees in 
business and economics and a 
Master’s tlegree in ardiitectiire. 
Me considers urban design to 
be a discipiine v\'Iiere planning 
and architecture merge; wliere 
die prime focus should be on 
tlie creation of a meaningful 
[juljbc realm that promotes hu¬ 
man interaction, understand¬ 
ing, and cultural exjrression. 








Redecorating? 
We suggest 
a really, really 
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Frank Lloyd Wright Inspired Renovations 
Transform Saskatchewan Crescent Residence 



The large, sunken 
living room opens 
onto the terraced 
patio, tacing the 
riverbank The space Is 
perfect for elegant 
entertaining, allowing 
guests to mingle from 
terrace, lo living room, 
to dining room and 
through the kitchen. 


As Betty Ami and Wade Heggie guided us 
thiuugh their Saskatchewan Crescent 
lujiiie, it siHm became apparent tliatifany 
house ill Saskatoon had stories to tell Alli^ 
would he one of them* Tlinmgli extensive 
renovation dirougli tlie it's tiiorphed 
into a lianclsoiue Prairie Style dwelling with 
reminiscent, updated touches of Frank 
Lloyd WrigliL 

Most of die elements of tlie house reflect 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s stj'le, but in diflerent 
eras, says Betty Anti. The columns were in- 
spiretl by liis earlier work,s. Wallpapers are 
rep Inductions of his later collections. 


didn’t want to recreate Frank Lloyd 
Wriglit,” she says* ’We wanted to bring Frank 
Lloyd Wrigiu into tlie next century’’ 

^We wanted sometliing where jteojrle 
could lie ill the dining r<MHn, How to the 
living room and flmv to the outside. We 
like to entertain. We’ve liad diruiers and 
dances on die front terrace. We’ve had a 
lot of fun w’idi it. 

‘‘This is a house that belongs to 
Saskatoon ” she adds widi a laugh, “Every¬ 
body’s got an exjicrience in it*” 

It’s a traditifui carried on. Many peojde 
associated with the house have been well- 
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Wade aRfI Betty Ann Heggie's Prairie 
Style home on Saskatchewan Crescent 
began as a 1950s ranch style 
bungalow. The renovation received an 
Archttectural Masonry Award of 
Excellence in 2000. Architect/Designer: 
Edwards and Edwards Architects. 


Engineer: Sawchuk Antonini 
Engineering Ltd. General Contrador: 
Hill Construction Ltd. Masonry 
Contractor Hagblom Brick and Block 
Ltd. 


kiiowii and well-respected, witli ^strong 
nxHs in die city. Many ofSaskaUMuj^s most 
pnimineiit citizens have sf.tcialixed lliere* 
Wlien the Ileggies called arcliiiect Bill 
Edwards to ask about reiiovaling the 
liouse^ he roiidly remembered playing 
pool in the basement recreation room, 
now used as an office. 

Tliis home was huilt by A. A. Miirj>hy in 
1952, an electrical eiigiiieer, who in 1911, 
was a partner in tlie firm whidi later became 
UM A Engineering; he was also a broadcast¬ 
ing pioneer who Founded CFQC radio in 
1923 and CFQC television in 1954. 

Tlie square Foot miicli^swle bunga¬ 
low, designed by a Vancouver aicliitecL 
set well back on the lot^ leas ing a large, pres¬ 
tigious front law'll facing the rn'en 

Tlie house was later owiied b\^ Muriihy’s 
son, Bill, and then by Urban Donlevy, 
founder of’ Mercury Printers, and his wife, 
Helen. 
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Ill 1996, Betty Ami and Wade Ileggie 
bought die bungalow and eornmiss^ioiied ar- 
cliitect Bill Edwards to renovate die pnip- 
ertj^The dramatic re-vam[> were coiii|)leted 
in 1998, 

“'When we purchased die liouse we felt 
that it w^as a long s back on die tot, and 
we wanted to capitalize on the view: so we 
built out closer to the river,” says Betty Aiiil 
T he extenswe renovation ex[>anded die 
house to .3400 square feet, reflecting die Prai¬ 
rie ScIukjI sft'leofardutecture made famous 
by Frank Llo\xl WrigliL 
“We added a fair bit of sj^ace in front of 
the house ” says Edw^ards. Tlie new' design 
added a sunken, fit:>nt IKirig room area, a new' 
entr>* |x>rtico and a dosed-in porch area in 
front of die redcxsigned master bed mo in. In¬ 
terior partitions were cleared away to create 
a spacious, oiieii atmospliere. 

It w'as a l)okl inwt tlir tlie I99()s, creating 
an ojien amcepl that downed tlirougli the 


kildien, dining room and living mom, dien 
into die outdoors. Tlie arcliitect created an 
axis filming between the front and the hack 
doors ofdie house, and a couple ofcross axes 
on die house circulation, 

“It's verv^ Prairie School,” sa)^ Edwards. 
“Betty Ann loved diat style, and we were 
feirh" articulate in understanding it and us¬ 
ing dial language. That was not an una>m- 
mon occurrence in a Frank Lloyd Wright 
house. Tlie great room concept kind of 
skijijieii a few generations. You see it com¬ 
ing hack now” 

“It had some classical style to it in llie 
sione\wrk”he adds. “It didift have all die 
detailing, stylization and planning that a 
Frank Lloyd Wright house has: tlie w'ay we 
articulated die roof, the large overhangs, die 
broad eaves ami die modulation of die win¬ 
dows and the u[>{>er dear sttjrey glass and 
die various heights of windows. Plus just die 
W'ay you apfiroach the house, instead of 


The kitchen was expanded tP fill the 
original dining room. The open design 
allows natural morning light to flood 
the space. The elevated glass counter 
top serves as an eating area or buffet 
line. 

Morning sunlight floods the kitchen 
with warmth. The work area features a 
curved table that can serve as a desk 
or rolled into the dining room The 
bench beneath it can also be moved. 
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u^lking straight u[> to it,you ncjlice you turn 
direeor four times teFoitJ you get to die front 
door.’’ 

The Ileggies also wanted the renovation 
to reflect their travels and interest in feng 
shui. It’s a marvellous blend of Asian and 
Midwest, creating a tasteful and elegant in¬ 
terior diat uniquely captures the personali¬ 
ties of the owners while preserving the 
wanndi and historical cliaracter of die home, 
and true to theor^nic nature olTrank Llou! 
Wright’s designs, 

Tlie interior features long view's, lialanced 
by cinv'es. Tliere is also a balance of natural 
and crafted materials, Including slate floor- 
ingftom Cliina, maple floors and cujjbtjards. 


anil cberrv', ma|)le and niahogany custom 
furniture, Maliogany w'all panelling from die 
original bungilow' still iiirislies die walls.Hie 
dolomite limestone of tlie exterior w^s pre* 
served as an interior finish. A pair of Mani¬ 
toba Tyndall stone colunnis frame tlie space 
oj>ened by the removal of a large picture win¬ 
dow^ in the former IHriug room, 

“We weie in an era wlien a bit of llui stuff 
W'as intn>duced into architetlural design,” 
says Edwards, “Tliey (the columns) may not 
exacdy be a Frank Lloyd Wrighdan tiling, 
but we had to put sotiietliing in to cmry die 
rooCTliey became kind of a tongue-in-clieek 
feature, a Iltde fun.” 
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PREVIEW 



Evolving 

Evergreen 

Sustainable Village 
to Crow Naturally 

Out on tlie uorlheaslerii edge 
oft he city. Sa^kaloon^^ newest 
neighbourhood is about to 
take shape on the horizon - 
and it^s going green* 
Evergreen, nuHlelled as a huh- 
taiiiable urban village neigh- 
bourhood, will comprise 655 
acres in the nortlieast comer of 
the city, in the University 
Heights Suburban Develop- 
iiieni area* 

‘‘WeVe continuing along tlie 
path of creating neighboor- 
lioocts with a sense of [>lace,” 
siiys Land Branch senior plan¬ 
ner Derek Tliompson, wlio is 
die principal designer of tlie Ev¬ 
ergreen nei^iboiirhofjd. I le was 
also die princi|)al designer of tlie 
Wii lo wgro ve neigl iliou rho od, 
To develop that sense of 
place, Thompson starts by es¬ 
tablishing a village square sur¬ 
rounded by neighbourhood 
commertnal and retail services* 
It’s a similar concept to wiiat has 
already been applied in 
Willowgnive* It’s also one that 
most Saskatoon residents 
should already find familiar, 
^^What weVe ho{>ing to 
achieve in Evergreen is to 
achieve a little slice of tlie Bniad- 


way District in a suburban 
neiglibourluKidf says Tliomp- 
soiL “We’v'e been successful in 
getting a neiglibourhood com¬ 
mercial zone that will force the 
buiidings^ facades out to the 
sidewalk edge with die jiarking 
behind die buildings and on tlie 
street WeVewidenctI die streets 
around the village stjuare so diat 
we can accommodate angle 
parking wiiich helps to create 
more of a pedestrian and ve- 
Iiicular integrated place — kind 
of a focal point widiin die neigh- 
bourluxid ” 

The commercial district is 
surniunded by liigher density 
residential units indiidingstreet 
tow'nhouses^ a more modern 


a[>[>licatio]i of traditional row 
liousing* 

‘^We trv^ to cr^te the neigh- 
bo urlioocl like a city vviiuld natu¬ 
rally evolvne, vvidi the centre of it 
being bke die dovmtowii wiiich 
has a tittle bit higlier densitv^ and 
more fifan urban life says 
Tluintpson* “'Wlien you get out 
to die fringes you liave die big 
|)ie shaped lots, die crescents 
and the cul-de-sacs containing 
a low'er density housing envi- 
miimeiit.” 

Overall die density of die Ev¬ 
ergreen neigliboudiood is ex¬ 
pected to be around eight units 
per acre, about vvliat v-oii’d tincl 
in someplace like Nulana or 
Casw'ell Hill says Tliompson* 


By contrast, density of a topi¬ 
cal suburb in most dtiesis much 
less dian five units jier acre* It 
doesn’t seem like a lot, but it 
makes a big difference in how 
sustainable a neiglibourhood 
becomes. 

“If you look at the plan, it 
doesn’t look like it’s going to be 
that dense,” says Thompson* 
It’s all in the w'ay you desif^i die 
interface betw'eeii housing 
fonus, he says. It’s possible to 
build liiglier densities, vvliile still 
giving people who like low^er 
densities die kind of life style 
diey tike, 

“Ttie beauty of an urban vil¬ 
lage type of neighhourhoml is 
that you do offer a variety' of 
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housing fomis. Interestingly 
enough, when you offer a vari¬ 
ety ol housing fonns, you inevi¬ 
tably offer an entire lile cycle of 
housing fomis. 

^^Let's say you get out of urii- 
versiiy^ and get your first job, you 


might an apartnient coiidc)- 
minium. When you make a bit 
of money and gel married or 
have a partner you may want to 
step up to a lowiihotise. Then, 
when you liave children, you 
might w'anl to upgrade into a 


laiger 110use. And so on, tlierj 
dtjwnsize w|ten you’re an emi>t\' 
n ester” 

The deveiopinenf has even 
designated up to tliree lots j>er 
phase for residential care 
homes, says Tltompson. 


In addition Co tlie village cen¬ 
tre, Evergreen will ako contain 
a district village near tlie north¬ 
east corner, off McOrmond 
Road. In a different time and 
place, this featurc might he a 
sprawling shopping mall or big 


Evergreen: Sustainable Neighbourhood 


The Concept: 

■ Systaitiable urban village 
re side ntial n ei g! ibo u rl rood. 

■ Variety of housing types: 
single family homes, multi- 
unit street and group town- 
houses, affordable and entry^ 
level housing, residential care 
liomes. 

■ Village centre: town square 
with commercial and retail de¬ 


velopment U) provide a central 
destination point for die ctnn- 
m unity 

■ DLsirict viUage: shopping cen- 
tre providing retail and business 
opportunities for Evergreen and 
future neiglibourlioods, plus 
institutional (e.g. hanks) and 
liigli-densit}' housing 

■ Location: nortlieast side i}i 
the city; in University Heights 


area, east of Silverspriiig and 
Saskatoon Forestry Farm, 
nortli of Agriculture Canada 
research lauds 

■ Area: 655 acres 

■ Green sj>ace: more tlian 42 
acres of t>|>eii space and linear 
parks, multi-use trails and 
unique green bridge 

■ Estimated population: 
12,774 


■ Timeline; concqKplan,fall 
public consultations, 
fall and winter 2008-2009; 
city council re\iew, early 2009; 
site preparation, spring 2009; 
lot sales for die first pliase, laU 
2009 

soijrc:e: 

‘Trojiosed Evergreen Con¬ 
cept Plan,” City of Saskatoon. 
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Ward 10 CounciIkH' Excited by Public Defire 
lor Sustainable Neighbourboods 

There's a growing public expectation that future neighbouiinoods 
are going to have to be more sustainable than they have been in 
the past says dly courKllfor Bev Dubois, whose Ward 10 indudes 
the upcoming Evergreen neighbourhood 

"[fs no different than people expecting us to build L££D- 
standard builditigs or recycling (facilities)", she says. 

Dubois soonds excited about the village square concept under¬ 
pinning Evergreen. 

"Its a good gathering place for people," she says. "Creating a 
neighbourhood, including schools, community centres and other 
facilities and services, helps build community, she says. 

''There are four more new neighbourhoods that will eventually 
be developed and planned as evergreen is now," says Dubcxs. 
"What weVe looking at Is an area that's going to be really, really, 
growing in huge numbers over the next 50 years or 60 years or so. 

"It's pretty exciting. I'm looking forward to having another new 
neighbourhood." 


box development Thotupson 
says that to make it function as 
part of the community', it needs 
to be integrated into the neigh- 
bo udioocL 

In most snhuihan sho[>plng 
districts, the buildings face in¬ 
ward and tlieir stark, featureless 
rear walls present a harrier tliat 
faces tlie entry roads* For tlie Ev¬ 
ergreen district village, tlie land 
will be subdivided so that at die 
perimeter tliere will be a row of 
small storefronts facing the 
street* On-street parking w'ill 
provide easy access to the 
shops. Zoning would allow resi- 
dential space above die com¬ 
mercial projjerdes on die street* 
Larger stores \iill Ijehelilnd, fac¬ 
ing inw'ards as die jiidjlic is ac¬ 
customed to experiencing, but 
the design will allow the district 
village to present a [iiore wel¬ 
coming face to die [luhlic* 

‘^Wheu you tome in on die 
road to die district village, it will 
look like Broadway,” says 
Tliomjison. 

The neiglihourhood will be 
tied together by parks, green 
space, linear jiarks and a trail 
networL 

“VVe%^e got tlie same as 
Wiliowgnive,” he says, “but we 
took it a step further in tliat 
w'e’re preserving two row^s of^ 
approximately SO-year-old 
Scots pine tliat used to he jiart 
of die Forestry^ Farm and we’re 
building linear parks around 
tiienn We’re pre.serving the 
natural features of the neigli- 
bourliood.” 

A ven^ different feature is die 


“green bridge” that joins the 
green space and connects die 
mo halves of die neighbour¬ 
hood across McOnnond Drive* 
Rather than create a narrow, 
steep concTete and steel [ledes- 
trian oveqiass or culvert-style 
underpass* die designer wanted 
to maintain the continuous, 
graceful flow of the linear park. 
Tile green bridge rises gently up 
and o\'er die arterial road and 
then do\m the oilier side. 

The concept is like the land¬ 
scaped wildlife crossings in 
Banft National Park* 

“That was where we j^it tlie 
idea^” says Thompson* “We 
Iiaven’i done the detailed design 
fo r it yeL but that’s our vi sio n for 
it. We don’t know how wide it’s 
going to be, but we are deter¬ 
mined d iat die greenery' and the 
shrubs anti die plantings from 
the linear park will continue up 
over McOmiond Drive widi the 


trail system.” 

On die west, die trail network 
and linear park sv'Siem connect 
with SiK^erspring. At south, a 
trail netw'ork will coni|)lenient 
access along Lowe Road, pro- 
riding access to die soccer cen¬ 
tres anti beyond. 

“This is a holistic neiglibour- 
hood design. You can’t get eve- 
rvtliing, but yt>u iry^ to maximiae 


eveiy'tfiing that you on within 
the context that exists today* 
Good planning looks to the fu¬ 
ture.” 

“It’s actually a rillage.” says 
Tliompson, w'lio notes tliat lie 
spent his ftirmaiwe years in half 

tlozen villages in Germany, 
France and Belgium* “! kntw 
it’s not going to be a village like 
die ones I grew' up in, in Euroj>e, 
but it’s a village.” 

“I tliink it w'as a natural w’ay 
for an urban designer who de¬ 
signs neiglibourhoods to start 
his life” 

As plans currendy stand, die 
Evergreen village will be tlev'el- 
opetl over i.5 years in six 
planned phases, starting in die 
south near Low'e Road and 
close to Siiverspiing.dien work¬ 
ing clockw'lse. The phasing 
strategy takes into account die 
rate of servicing* socio-eco¬ 
nomic conditions and market 
I ires sores* The first ground is 
expected to be broken tills fall 
and die first loLs for sale by' next 
fall. 



229*5518 www.saskhDuses.com 
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North Country Cabinets Ltd 


* Cabinets custom 
built to your specific^ 

* Qiialitj' workmanship 

* Guariirtteed un-time iujUallntion 

* Free estimates 

* Cuiiiputeri^ed Jesij'n service 

* Autboriy-cd Merit Kitchens Dealer 


501C 45th St E, Saskatoon SK S7K 0W3 
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THE CITV 



Build It and They 
Will Come 

River Landing Brings 
Events and Crowds to 
the Waterfront 

Build lU and they will came. A 
movie cliche u> be but cer- 
tauily one tliat is applicable to 
the popular River Landing iie- 
deveiopinent in downtown 


Saskatcnnn Wliile the Phafie I 
river Front jjadiway w^as o[>ened 
in 2007, major amenities, In- 
clading die amphitheatre and 
cliildreii’s water play feature, 
were officially ojiened to great 
faidare on June 20th, 2008. 
Early numbers from the 
Meew'asin Valley Authority are 
encouraging, lujuly, |)edestrian 
counts indicate diat the area ex¬ 


perienced a 51 })er centjum[i in 
activity - From 32.364 users per 
month in 2007 to 50,592 in 
2008. 

Saskatoon mayor Don Atdii- 
son noted diat from die iiicred- 
il)le Bridging 125 Celehtatioiiin 
2007, to die recent SaskaUMm 
Fireworks Festival.die develo[>- 
ment is sen-'ing its role in attract¬ 
ing special e\'ents. 


Children enjoying the ir^augurai “dip" 
into the newty opened waterplay 
feature in River Landing. Photo; Sasha 
Goddard, City of Saskatoon. 

’^Tliere are |jeople wiio liave 
lived their whole lives in 
Saskatoon, but liaveirt been to 
die river’s edge,” Atchison said. 

River Landing lias provideil 
the kind oF access to the river 
and attractions diat ha^T {leople 
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re tl is cover hi g their beautiful 
river valley” 

It’s the kind of oj>portunity 
that some groups have been 
looking for - and liave taken full 
advantage of. The Saskatch¬ 
ewan Craft Council recently 
moved tlieir jntpular Waterfrt)nt 
Crah Art Festival to tlie back 
shore |>ortion of the site, clos¬ 
ing off the newly extended 
Spadina Crescent East to ac¬ 
commodate tlieir many colour- 
fill boodis and pavilions. Oigan- 
izers were ver^^ pleased widi die 
response - visitations were u[> 
24f) |>er cent from die jirevious 
year. Next years e\'ent [ironiises 
to be even bigger and better, 

A trip to River Landing is 
now not com|ilete widiout a visit 
to Prairie Fare. To serve the 



Time* and The Founders - a 
twice life-size bronze statue de¬ 
picting the historic meeting of 
Chief ^Vliltecap andjolm Lake 
considered to be die founding 
moment of the City of 
SaskattMin, 

Another historic event has 
been captured for river Front 
visitors to enjoy The five-foot 
kedge andior from the ill-fated 
steniwIieelenS.S. City of Medi¬ 
cine Hat, has been restored and 
placed on display under the 
Traffic Bridge. In 1908, less 
dian a year after die bridge \ras 
o[)enetl, a boat crashed into a 
[}ier of die bridge and capsized 
- prompting claims that the 
event was Saskatchewan’s big¬ 
gest ’^maritime disaster” 

Ttie new Persephone Tliea- 


Local artist Hans 
Hdtkamp addresses the 
crowd during the 
unveiling of "Ihe 
Founders". 


needs of die thousands already 
enjojiiig die river front, die city 
leased the newly-constructed 
rtvtt front pavilion to a group of 


entrepreneurs wdio 
offer an incredible 
menu using locally 
grown protiuce. Prai¬ 
rie Fare is a conces¬ 
sion restaurant ofler- 
ing evetyiliing from 
liot dogs to delicious 
meat pies - not to 
mention lattes, ca[>- 
puccinos, and ice 
cream. 

Adding to the 
experience at River Landing, die 
City unveiled significant out¬ 
door public art features includ¬ 
ing Launch Time, Cut out in 




COISTiUCnOll IMC. 


< fax: 3g4,273T 
#1 - SIO - 4*ih St E. SashatMin, Sk S7K STS 



a h -sband & wife team 
^al - ng the opportunity 

to do things 

DIFFERgNTlY. CREATIVELY AND SUSTAINABLY 

. [ 3002000.00 
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The newl/ opened Ideas Inc, building Is at 
full capacity and open for bisiness. Photo 
credit: Ideas Inc. 

riificant increases in activity on 
Phase II when the river front 
pathw'ay, including the spec¬ 
tacular [jedestrian bridge winch 
ardies n ver tite river* will be fiiUy 
open* As well* (singer Part will 
be open and the development of' 
tlie residentiai and commercial 
opportunities will begin. 

All in all. an impressive first 
year for the development de¬ 
signed to bring jjeople back to 
tlie rwer! 


tre enjo)^d an incredible inau¬ 
gural season with sold-out 
crow'ds for each of their j >roduc- 
tioiis. With a second "‘black 
box” tlieatre now ojren in the 
facility, attendance is expected 
to increase* 

Meanwhile*on the otlier sltle 
of tlie Senator Sid Buckwold 
Bridge. Ri\^r Landing Phase II 
is already creating its owti suc“ 


cess star}", Tlie newly opened 
SaskaiCKHi Fanners'^ Market and 
Market Square are enjo)'ing 
record crowds. Likewise, the 
Ideas Lie. business incubator is 
at capaciw with new entrepre¬ 
neurs ojierdting one-of-a-kinti 
retail stores and services 
through its commercial retail 
units. 

Next year, 2009, will see sig- 

































Stone Solution 

Qualtty Stnnc Premium Paneled 
5rone^“ w the industry leader in 
ciT4ring realipric, high qinlityf 
{n-v^llrr frondly 5fc>n.e ppiFieJs. for 
the ccinsmictinn indiastryv 
er ir*s nrw home cnn!irnicri<i>n, 
renovarionK, nr largecntn-menctal 
or fndusrrial appl ic'acin^^^ Qual¬ 
ity Stone hits a pniduri vKaf wall 
work* 

Qiulit)' Stone htts all oFthe 
beauty of real steme, bur is quirk 
and evsy m intralhelimrnatmg 
the expense and hand latKiurnt're' 
ment and moTtAjr All pr-ndurtF are 
easily instalUd uringa saw, drilb 
and general rnnsrnjrrinn aWlinv 
Quality Stone is 104)1% i nerr, non • 
toxic, non-ga^seous, ndnT free and 
Kuilr CtreenTXt 

All produers have been de¬ 
signed far a laide array of climates 
and applications. Quality Stone 
can be applied at any temperature, 
and can be apph^rd cr^er miwnrj' 
vi-ood. twial, and jurt about any 
other wirface- Whether it is a reel* 
denttal cammercial, or industnal 
appUcarion^ our products have 
been engineered so that no ad¬ 
ditional structural or fowndarion 
«iupport is required. 

Quail t)^ Stone products are 
made of 98% clowd-ceH stnictural 
polyumhane, incorporaring fire 
nerandants, and a ritanium o^ide 
finish- Quabt>' Stone prod vets 
havip ^'eral diffetenr ^tone types 
and colors perfect for any ft^sign 
or applicarion, 

Qualit)^ Stone is the Ctixy choice 
for pixtviding the beaut)' of stone 
for the fraction of the cost- Et's 
clear that wr Itoow Mrnic^ hut 
aJs 0 know it takes more than a 
^hd reputation to be an industry 
leader. It take^ quality produces, 
inTwarivc icchnology and cneartve 
^luriofts ^ all of whkh we offen 

ProduiV if BwitfieTi 

UTUrrikftirj^ tind Opnv Zhior Cokincrj ^.rt 
Sadbroeit. for athenieatfn ifearyou 
ffivase $ef mr irirtr^ffoi'rfrsi^^ 

^■rWirrOuofw or cat// i'€77-4T7^4S73. 
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THE KPOM 


The Home Office 

Be Comfortable, 
Not Cramped 

Wliether for riiiiiiitig a 
small business or simply for 
carving oul some space to pay 
the bills^ tlie home office has 


taken a popular aiicl essential 
place in most homes« 

Witli a variety^ of furnishings 
and accessories to dKX>se fmm, 
it’s not only iwssible to turn a 
spare room into a work sj>ace, 
it’s also feasible to define a por¬ 
tion of a room for die puqiose. 


Modern wtirkstations and work 
centres couiliine compact de¬ 
sign mil g(HKt ItMiks to fit into 
any tlecon 

Wlien setting up your home 
office, keep in mind diat you will 
want a space iliai allows you to 
work undisturbed or lets you 


w'ork w'ill lout disturbing odier 
memliers of your liousehold. A 
quiet corner of die dinmgrmun, 
a spare bednjoin or a comfort¬ 
able room in the basement can 
make a suitable office, 

Tlie essendal components in¬ 
clude a desk or comjiuier table, 
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a side table or credenza, a filing 
cabinet, some storage sj>ace and 
a gtjod executive or coiu|>uter 
chair. Additionally, you miglit 
consider a coiijjletjfguest cliairw 
or a small sofa if you ex[>ect to 
be meeting with |>eople. 

Good lighting is critical to 
keeping your work erivironnient 
comfortable and preventing eye- 
strain. Aim for lighting that 
comes from above and behind, 
so that it illuminates your w^ork 
without casting shadows m 
causing glare. Ceilitig track 
lighting provides llexlljlllty and 


is available in a variet)^ of styles. 
Augment overhead ligliting wiii 
a gotxl desk lamp and otlier ac¬ 
cessories that illuminate your 
tasks, 

DETAILS 

G^l Manufacturing 
a division of Creative Wood 
Interiors Ltd. 

Elox 340,57 Oder Street 
Osier, Saskatchewan 
Phone: 306. 239.2200 
Website: www.cwi-mfg.ca 


Business Furnishings 
629 1st Ave North, Saskatoon 
phone: 306.934.6959 
website: www.busfum.com 

Photo on previous page 
All Wood Veneer group in wainjt, 
rnapte or cherry (cherry shown) by 
CWI AAanufacturing a division of 
Creative Wood Interiors Ltd. of Osier, 
Saskatchewan. $16,282; available in 
standard or custom designs- Veneers 
are hand selected, sewn and thefmally- 
pressed at the factory, a process that 
avoids delamiriabon and flaws In 
veneer joints. Shown are: bow front 
desk. 36 k 7S; knee space and 
modesty panels; arched front bridge 
section with pneumatic key board lift; 
rectangular top, 18 x 60, supporting a 
dosed tower hutch (left) with partial 


aliiminum framed, acid-etched glass 
door, centre hutch with two-door, 
open-centre top section, dosed tower 
hutch with two partial aluminum 
framed, acid-etched glass doors; and 
combination file cabif«t pedestal with 
lateral file Insert, bushed nickel rod 
pulls. (Not shown; wood pencil drawer, 
17x21; black PVC grommets for 
passage of computer ar\d electrical 
cables; habgen task light it> hutch.) 

Photo above; Rectangular top, 18 x 
60, cfosed tower hutch (left) with 
partial aluminum framed, acid-etched 
glass door, centre hutch with two- 
door, open-centre top section, dosed 
tower hutch with two partial aluminum 
framed, acid-etched glass doors: and 
combination file cabinet pedestal with 
lateral file Insert A portion of the 
arched front bridge section with 
pneumatic key board lift is at left. 





























New Stone Material Wholesaler 





MarWt* & Griitiitt' Cornfiiiiiy 


Sa<ikatchcwan$ firjit granite countertop company is now the first to provide all kinds 
of stone materials at big business rates. Stone is our full time, and life time work, not a 
sided ine for us. You deserv'e the best. 

Our massive inventory and select service will make you and your project look good. 


Michelangelo Marble & Granite Co. Ltd. 
Sastkatoon 306-651-1877 
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Electro Muscle Stimulation, 


a unique 

way of re-shying and muscle toning 
yourbcxiy. 

This treatment can tone and reduce 
cellulitejon your legs, butt, stomach, 
arTns;<hc3i, back and face 


E M S Treatment Specialist 
Collese Park • 1306.270.S2SO 



t42-105lhSLE.,SasksmonSK S7N IQ 
Serving Saskatoon since 19% 


z44-oyUO www.sawyers.ca 




Trees iUndscapes 
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The Good 
Neighbour Guide 

Living in Harmony 
with Folks from the 
Other Side 

.\re you a good ud^bour or a 
bad one? Could you be a bet¬ 
ter one? To recognize the im¬ 
portance of tlie relationBlil[>H 
that ©cist next to your perBonal 
|)roj)erty line Ls to realize die ne¬ 
cessity of making a very com- 
luon situation wott. like coun¬ 
tries or nations, we are all very 
much stuck in the place we 
choose, forced to make do with 
the neiglibours m: liave, Tliere 
is almost no ability' to put our 
homes on our backs and go else¬ 
where so we are forced into 
looking for ways to kee|> our 
personal kingdoms operating in 
at least partial hannony with 
those on either side. In tliat 
spirit, here are five tips to go a 
few stejjs closer uward creating 
a whole world full of gootl 
neighbours. 

1 . Be Friendly 

Til is one ought to be consid¬ 
ered a no-brainer. If your cur¬ 
rent methtjd of cross-fence com¬ 
munication ranges from nide si¬ 
lence s to hostile sneers to 
drunken heckles, you can be 
fairly certain any potential 


neigliborhood bliss is a long 
way off Siqi being a sour jerk 
and o|)en up a bic Tliose j>eo- 
pfe live next door, for goodness 
sake. Now, no one is sug^sting 
y^ou devolve into some mind¬ 
lessly sycophantic dweeb with a 
s|>acecI-oul grin plastered on 
your face, or worse, becoming 
so obsequiously annoy'ing tliat 
you could drive the Dalai Lama 
to tlie jjoinl of insanity'. A kind 
word, or even just a genuine 
“Good morning” regularly is 
more diaii enough to show’your 
neighbor tliat you are pleasant, 
mature and certainly willing anti 
able to luild a disciission slnmld 
the need arise. And make no 


mistake, whether ifs because of 
something they did or sotne- 
tliiiig yiDU plan to do, the need 
for cominunicaiion will e\ entu- 
ally arise. 

2. Be Considerate 

Tills one is a little more didicuIt 
because it requires you to step 
outside of yourself more tlian 
just a little bit. For example, let’s 
say you received a brand new' 
accordion for yourbirtliday. De¬ 
ciding drat some regular, out¬ 
doors and iate-at-night practice 
of your new' noise maker does 
not exactly reek of considera¬ 
tion. Yo u ii i ust t ake into acco u n t 


the very real likelihood that 
those living next door to you 
would not exacdy welcome die 
cacophonic sound of wdiat 
could only be described as suf¬ 
fering cats repeated over and 
ov'er during die w'ee hours. Use 
a litde common sense and treat 
odiers as ytm would like to be 
treated. If folks are in their 
backyard having a barbecue, re¬ 
sist tlie urge to fire up your 
lawnmow'er and weed die gar¬ 
den instead. It shows you care 
enough to be considerate. 

3. Pay Attention 

Tills is one of die most under¬ 
utilized skills available to every'- 
one.Take your time one day and 
look at die diings y'our neigh¬ 
bour tikes to do. Also, jiay atten¬ 
tion to die diings they never 
seem to do. Tliis is the most 
valuable niediod of disceniing 
wliat bodiers another person 
and what does not. If your 
neighbour s|>ends hours u{>on 
hours w'orking in her garden, 
you can be fairly assured diat 
any activity dial involves y'ou 
hop[>ing die fence and slicing 
the heads off her blossoming 
sunflow'ers would annoy her 
quite deeply. Similarly^ it you 
were to obsen'e that garbage 
barely comes to rest on their 
lawn before it is picked up and 
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tlisposed of* you can be certain 
diat by perfioiially grabbing and 
cleaning up wliatever trash you 
tnay see on dieir property would 
be a great w'dy to pul a suiile on 
tlieir face. 

4. Be specific 

This dp is extremely ltnjM>rtant. 
No one is advocating for some 
kind of Stepford‘like adherence 
to a false liappiness tliat evety*^ 
tiling is liunky-dory when it is 
not. There will be disagree¬ 
ments and circumstances where 
f>roblems arise due most often 
to notliing mare than your own 
unique and personally dissimi¬ 
lar ways of doing tilings. Do not 
let tliese sorts of disagreements 
fester. If you make it clear to 
your neiglibor tliai you j>erson- 
ally do not enjoy lending out 
lords or other items^ you will 
successfuliy remove arw need to 
[)tan a late-niglit Xinja style raid 
to repossess your missing w^ed 
whacker. 

5. Be Generous 

The [lersoii next door to you 
might be there for as little as five 
short montlis or as long as 53 
long years. You will nev^r know 
exacth" how much time you will 
have together. Knowing that, 
what does it hurt to he gener¬ 
ous? Till not saying to make 
your lie ig^ihour a co-signer on 
a Swiss bajik account but a small 
gift at CJiristmas or some estra 
baking a few' times a year is a 



HAPPYLIVINGSPACE 

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO 

Happy Grove, B.A. DID 

hoppy(ivlngspctce*§'sasktel,net 

306.220.2289 


great w ay to show' j'our sense of’ 
commimit)^ and a sincere desire 
to be friendly. Not everv'one 
wants to be best buddies but by 
refusing to be sdngj^ witli the 
smiles, kind w'ords or even a 
shovel or iw'o, youll find tliat tlie 
life you can lead as a neigWiour 
will be a rew'aTtting one* enhanc¬ 
ing the veiy^ comfort of your 
home. 

Obviously tliese ideas are not 
going to w'ork ifwn liapj>en to 
live next door to a I lelPs Angeh 
clubhouse or some Jeffrey 
Dahmerw'aunabc. In such oses 
these ideas w'uuld more than 
likely lead to an early and grue¬ 
some demise, so exercise some 
caution and a little street smarts 
wiien it comes to figuring out 
j ust who ytiur nelglibours really 
are before you aiiempi to be 
grind and iieiglibourly, 

After reading tliese tips, you 
may have discovered that the 
liartlest neiglibour to get along 
witli is actually tou. And ifthat’s 
tlie case, you’re going to need all 
die help ytiu c^n get. 

All of us have our own w^eirdo 
points ofview' or personal issues 
and prejudices tliat form wdio 
we are. If we can sometimes take 
just a few' moments to step out¬ 
side ourselves and see how^ even 
the little tilings w'e do affects 
odiers, we may just find sur|>ris- 
ingly simple w'ays to make living 
widi our neiglibours a whole lot 
easier. 

We’re all in tliLs togetlier, so 
caiVt we all just get along? 

■ JAKROD THAt HKlMER 









WWW. da kata d u nesca si n o.coni 



• Over 600 Slot Machines 

• Texas Hold em' Poker 

• Sica's own "Smoke Signals" Progressive Slot Bank 

• 7000 sqft Multi Purpose Room 

• Exciting Weekly Promotions 

• Legendary Hospitality 

• Free Shuttle Service from Saskatoon 

• Free Valet Service 

• Delicious Daily Buffet 

• Exciting Big Name Entertainment 

loi More loforoiotron call 3()6*667“6d00 
70 Miniitcvs South on Highway 710 

Play Hesponiibly 




THREE GREAT SERVICES. 
ONE GREAT PROVIDER. 



SHAW 

DIGITAL PHONE 


SHAW 
DIGITAL TV 


SHAW 

HIGH-SPEED 

INTERNET 


CALL 310.SHAW today to order. 


24/7/365SERVICE SHAI/I/) 

PEOPLE POWERED 




